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Facebook.com/yamhillcountymastergardeners 

 Master Gardener Volunteers  Needed!  (see page 2)  

BEEvent Pollinator Conference                                 
 Sponsored by Linn County Master Gardener ass’n. &  OSU                                                 

March 5, 2022  9 am to 4 pm, $25                      

Four features by international experts 

Registration Deadline March 4
th

 

BEEvent Registration  

https://ycmga.org/
mailto:https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/common-vegetable-garden-problems
http://www.facebook.com/yamhillcountymastergardeners
mailto:https://linnmastergardeners.com/product/beevent-pollinator-conference-2022
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Clinic Volunteers for Education/Outreach events  (Special events in 

McMinnville and nearby towns 

Farmers’ Markets in McMinnville & Newberg plus clinics                                                  

at specific stores, and at local public events, spring & summer 

Be a Mentor for just one family in the Garden-to-Table program.                  

English-speaking or Spanish-speaking, or both.  Interact once per week                   

with a local family (McMinnville or Newberg): feel kind and useful! 

CONTACT GENE NESBITT 

Share Publicity Responsibility so Tom can work on the website   

only.  Involve yourself with social media, newspaper articles, flyers, and more. 

CONTACT TOM CANALES 

Zoom Facilitator for Garden-to-Table classes, February 09                         

through May 21 (every 2 weeks).  Flexible schedule.  

CONTACT BETH LAFORCE  

Treasurer for the entire Yamhill County Master Gardener program.         

Monthly balancing of budget & report.                                                                             

Possess great power over budgetary matters, occupy key position.                         

CONTACT SUE NESBITT 

Help at Spring-into-Garden Workshops                                      
For Spring-into-Gardening classes, February 09 through May 21 (every 2 weeks).  

Flexible schedule; get to be one of very few Master Gardeners allowed to              

participate in or view workshops. 

CONTACT CAROL PARKS OR SUE NESBITT 

mailto:https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/common-vegetable-garden-problems
mailto:https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/common-vegetable-garden-problems


The GRAPEVINE 3-2022          Yamhill County Master Gardeners          Page 3 

RESOURCES to EARN YOUR HOURS   *** *** 
 

Free on-demand Master Gardener classes  
free-intro-to-oregon-master-gardener-program 

Short courses from OSU’s Master Gardener online course, allowing you to study fundamentals of gardening. 

N.B.  If you are watching the videos solely to earn OSU CE hours, DON’T watch        

them until you’ve contacted Carla or Heather, to verify potential hours. 

Free spring-into-Gardening webinars .    

Spring into Gardening Webinars 

Four webinars from the YCMGA event last April 

Free Landscaping Webinars 

Landscaping WebinarsNature  

Eleven classes from the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation District.                                                                                                         

Free Xerces Society Webinars 
https://xerces.org/events/webinars 

The Xerces Society supports all invertebrate conservation.  

Flora of Oregon Online Resources 
https://oregonflora.org  

Use the tools for plant identification, mapping, and exploring plant diversity.                                                                                                 

Sustainability at Home 
Webinar Series 

University of California series of webinars applicable to sustainable gardening in Oregon. 

Free OSU Tree School Online .    

knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline 

 You can participate in the live classes hosted on School Online or watch past webinars.  

Oregon BEE Project PolliNATION podcast 
 blogs.oregonstate.edu/

For people making bold strides to improve the health of pollinators.   

https://workspace.oregonstate.edu/course/free-intro-to-oregon-master-gardener-program
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mn/stay-home-resources-master-naturalists
https://ycmga.org/2021-spring-into-gardening/
https://bawsca.org/conserve/landscaping/videos/
https://xerces.org/events/webinars
https://oregonflora.org/
https://ucnet.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/2021/05/learn-to-be-sustainable-at-home-with-fun-webinars-led-by-uc-experts.html
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mn/stay-home-resources-master-naturalists
https://knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline
https://knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/podcast/pollination-podcast
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/pollinationpodcast/


M ARKET DEMAND FOR native plants in  

ornamental landscapes has drastically 

increased since the early 2000’s, as consumers, 

landscapers, landscape designers 

and landscape architects are       

increasingly aware of the       

environmental benefits provided by 

native plants.   A majority of the 

plants marketed and sold as native 

plants are often native cultivars.  

 

Native cultivars are native plants 

that have been bred or selected for 

specific ornamental traits (e.g.,  

novel color or compact form) or   

resistance (to disease, insects, 

drought, etc.) traits. In ornamen-

tal markets, native cultivars 

might fit better into nursery 

propagation protocols, or may better 

appeal to shoppers at the point of 

purchase, compared to true natives.  

 

Many gardeners are interested in native plants 

because of the purported benefits to bees and 

other pollinators.  However, it is unclear what  

impact the breeding of native plant cultivars 

might have on pollinator perception and use of 

the plants. 

 

One of the plant traits that we are measuring at 

OSU is UV reflectance from flowers. Humans can’t 

see into the UV spectrum. Thus, any changes to 

UV flower patterns would be largely undetectable 

to us. However, bee vision is optimized in the UV 

spectrum. In fact, many flowers have UV nectar 

guides, to better attract bees’ attention. A nectar 

guide is a region of UV reflectance that helps a 

bee quickly locate the center of a flower, and thus 

facilitates the rapid    

collection of nectar.  

 

Here at OSU our research is 

focusing on insect-vision 

photography protocols to 

help us see a bee’s eye 

view of our study flowers. 

The goal is to document  

differences that might be invisible to us, but high-

ly visible to bees, between native plants and    

native cultivars. Ultimately, we will compare 

these differences to our bee visitation data, to 

help us better understand how different  suites of 

plant traits might increase or decrease bee 

visitation to particular flowers.  

 

For now, let’s take a look at two sets of natives 

and a cultivar of each native.  By comparing true 

native plants and native cultivars under   

ultraviolet light, we can see how breeding can  

alter the all-important UV messaging to bees. 

 

Nemophila menziesii (a native plant) commonly 

known as “baby blue eyes”, appears blue to us in 

visible light. However, under UV filters, we can 

see the classic UV “bullseye” in the center of the 

flower. This bullseye is one type of nectar guide 

that helps bees to quickly locate pollen by 

spotting the reward center of the flower.  
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Nemophila menziesii (“Baby Blue Eyes”) 
native in top row, native cultivar              

in bottom row.                     

Native Cultivars are NOT Natives By Gail Langellotto                    

Oregon State University                        

Professor of Horticulture, 

Statewide Master Gardener 

Coordinator 



 

You might also notice that under UV 

light, the pollen-loaded anthers also 

fluoresce bright but darker blue 

against the lighter background of 

the petals. The ‘Penny Black’ culti-

var appears dark purple, with white 

fringed petals, under visible light. 

Under UV light, we see a reduction 

in the classic UV bullseye. We also 

see an inversion of the UV mark-

ings, which now appear at the edge 

of each petal. The anthers also      

appear to be duller, compared to 

the native plant, under UV light.  

 

Eschscholzia californica (a native plant),     

commonly known as California poppy,          

appears bright orange to us under visible light.  

Under UV light, the petals largely appear orange. 

But, we can see that the anthers fluoresce bright 

blue  under UV  filters. Unlike the “baby blue 

eyes”, California poppy does not provide nectar  

to bees. When bees visit California poppy, they 

are collecting only pollen. 

 

Thus, it makes sense that this flower lacks a  

nectar guide, and that the anthers fluoresce 

UV so the bees are attracted to the anthers.  The 

native cultivar ‘Purple Gleam’ has a purple 

blossom with a white center in the spectrum 

visible to humans.  Under UV light, this flower 

appears to have the classic nectar-advertising 

bullseye, even though this flower does not offer 

bees any nectar.  

 

How bees perceive this floral marking, in the   

absence of a nectar reward, remains to be seen. 

As you can see, changes to floral color under  

visible light can result in big changes under UV 

light for “baby blue eyes”, California poppy, and 

very possibly many other flowers.  

 

Or, changes in floral color under visible light 

might result in little to no change under UV light 

(such as with “farewell-to spring”). What these 

changes might mean to bees is something we will 

continue to study in 2022 and beyond.  

 

One of the end goals of our program is to identify 

suites of plant traits that breeders might focus on  

to best attract bees. Rather than having to test 

every plant for relative bee attractiveness, we 

hope that a focus on plant traits will help 

breeders create beautiful and environmentally 

friendly plants that are attractive to both 

consumers and to bees.  
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Native plants  

From OAN “Digger” magazine          

Eschscholzia Californica (California     
poppy) native in top row, “Purple Gleam” 

cultivar in bottom row.                    

Dr. Gail Langellotto is a professor of 
horticulture at Oregon State  
University, stationed at the main   

campus in Corvallis, and the statewide   
coordinator for the Extension       

Master Gardener Program.  
 

She can be reached at 
gail.langellotto@oregonstate.edu 

 
 

This article is a condensation of the 
full article written by Langellotto.  

The original  article is from the        
Oregon Association of Nurseries 

“Digger” magazine of January, 2022. 

mailto:http://www.diggermagazine.com/a-bees-eye-view/


Wonderful News!! 
 

There will be a Silent Auction at the 
2022 Mini-College!! 

 

T his auction is the primary fund-raiser that 

helps OMGA support activities such as the 

PNW Handbooks, Search for Excellence, Carl  

Carlson Award, Extension Educator grants,  

scholarships and recognition awards for all the 

outstanding Oregon Master Gardeners.  In       

addition, it is just a lot of fun – browsing the     

tables of unique items, and watching to get the 

last bid in for your favorite thing –  

         it’s a great time!   

 

Here is what is needed                  

from each chapter to make            

the Silent Auction a success.   

 
1. Obtain 10 or more items with a retail value of 

approximately $25 or more each ($250 total 

donation from the chapter). 

2. Complete the donation form, including the  

value of the item and email or send a copy to 

Sue Nesbitt. 

3.  

  by July 11, 2022. 

 

Item Suggestions 

 
• Gift certificates   

• gift baskets     

• anything for the garden 

• Wine     

• garden tours /nature hikes   

• yard art 

• Vacation packages   

• books &/or art    

• let your imagination go! 
 

Note:  It is very difficult to get bids for  

the actual value of high-priced items so please     

contact an auction committee member before  

selecting this type of item.  Also, if you have a 

physically large item such as a potting table, 

please contact a committee member to work out 

the logistics and provide a starting bid.  

 

Donated items should be  

in new condition and are                               

 not limited to gardening items. 

 

Baskets are great when made up of one   

 (perhaps two) books and related items. 

 

Please be aware that we receive about    

sixty cents on the dollar of an auction item’s    

retail value.  

  

REMEMBER – Participation from 

     each chapter is the key                                    

    to our project’s success. 

 

        Contact: 
Sue Nesbitt or Michael Christy  

sue.nesbitt1231@gmail.com

 lcmgaorrep@gmail.com 
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OMGA Silent Auction Update 

about:blank
about:blank
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OMGA Grants Available Now  

OMGA  offers funding annually for specific Master Gardener projects.                          
Contact your friendly OMGA representative for applications and details. 

 

Nancy Woodworth    M42oneb@gmail.com  503.662-3983 
 

Gail Stolz   threenorth@gci.net  907-350-7671 
 

Or, if you don’t want to talk with either of them, then contact: 
 omga.org/programs-and-awards 

     

                 These are the grants available for 2022: 
 

      Marge Luce Search for Excellence 

This award is for a Master Gardener project.  There are seven                                            
qualifying categories of projects (cash award): 

1. Youth Programs 

2. Demonstration (Education) Gardens 

3. Workshops 

4. Community Service 

5. Innovative Project 

6. Special Audiences 

7. Research 

 

Karl Karlson Memorial Fund 

Honoring implementation of new programs or projects related to urban horticulture. 

 

Send-a-Friend 

This is a scholarship to help Master Gardeners attend 2022 Mini-college, who otherwise may not be 
able to attend due to financial constraints. 

 

The deadline for applications to be received by OMGA is May 15th, 2022.    
Yes, this is a long time away, but apply now while you are thinking about it.     
These are an easy way to fund all kinds of worthwhile projects, covering                        

practically every category of MG activity. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

mailto:M42oneb@gmail.com
mailto:threenorth@gci.net


A rthropods account for an annual 40% 

loss of agricultural production worldwide.   

But there are now two insect identification       

systems which give accurate and immediate i.d.  

of insects. 

 

A Riverside, California-based agtech startup 

company creates optical sensors and novel 

classification systems based on machine learning 

algorithms to identify and 

track insects in real time.  

 

Real-time information 

provided by their sensors 

allows for early detection 

and thus the timely deploy-

ment of pest-management 

tools, such as insecticide or 

biocontrols.  Identifying the 

insect in real time, growers can localize the 

intervention to just one location and have a much 

better outcome, saving use of pesticides and labor 

and saving the crop from being damaged. 

 

The current mechanical traps used for monitoring 

may yield important intel only 10 to 14 days after 

the bugs’ arrival.  Once an insect is trapped, it 

must be observed and identified.  The problem 

arises because some destructive insects live as 

adults for only five days, so by the time a grower 

knows there is a problem, the problem has 

already taken root and is now much worse. 

 

The inventor of this identification technology 

compares it to how Russian spies would use 

lasers, poised on glass window panes, to pick up 

vibrations caused by people ’s voices. Then a 

sensor would translate that information, providing 

rough intel on what was going on in the room. 

 

However, instead of reading vibrations, the 

FlightSensor uses light curtains and shadows in 

a small tunnel that the insects are drawn into by 

attractants. On one side of the sensor is a light 

source and on the other the optical sensor. The 

sensor measures how much light is occluded 

(actually how much makes it across) when an   

insect flies inside. That data is turned into audio 

and analyzed by machine learning algorithms in 

the cloud. 

 

The critical factor 

is that no outside 

or ambient noises 

are picked up by 

the laser, so there 

is  a perfect  

recording of the 

precise audio pat-

tern of the insect’s 

flight.  From this, 

the insect is   

identified by ar-

tificial intelligence.  

The sensor is pro-

grammed to     

specific insects 

that might occur 

in a certain crop. 

 

The impact of this technology is clear.  Real-time 

information on insects would not only be   

important for successful crops, but would also   

allow growers to potentially conserve and protect 

critical resources, such as soil health. 
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Real-time     

identification by 

the sound of the 

flight pattern. 

Farm Journal, 1-22 

The Very Latest on Insect i .d .  

 

Solar-powered sensor 
connected to artificial 
intelligence program 

H ere is another system for using artificial 

intelligence to identify specific species of 

insects.  This one, however, uses visual cues as a 

machine views the crop, seeking out specific    

insects. 

Successful IPM hinges on correct insect 

identification.   The problem is complex since a 

And, from the Univers ity of  Idaho  The 

https://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1187738/icode/
mailto:https://techcrunch.com/2022/01/07/farmsense-agtech-machine-learning-crops/
mailto:https://www.capitalpress.com/ag_sectors/grains/western-innovator-artificial-intelligence-ids-insects/article_08ddb056-b26e-11eb-9bac-eb3985c43e81.html


photo includes many variables, ranging from 

angle, background, and lighting to the subject’s 

size, position, and distance.  

But since precise insect identification requires 

prodigious amounts of time and expertise, many 

growers forgo it and apply pesticides unneces-

sarily. Now, when they see an unfamiliar insect 

on a crop they have to contact a university      

extension agent or other researcher, often even 

having to send the sample for analysis.  Existing 

systems using smartphones, online alert  

networks and information portals do help, but 

they require identification, documentation and 

other steps that can take too much time.    

The new identification system is as accurate or 

more accurate than a human expert (a trained 

professional entomologist), and needs a small 

fraction of the time needed for a determination. 

The use of artificial intelligence for such a task 

has been possible only in the last four years.  

Later in the four-year project, researchers will 

design free (free because a university is doing 

the innovation) digital identification and analysis 

tools, get feedback, and work on improvements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I  
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From Capital Press, 1-28-22 

Immediate and accurate identification of 
this species of aphid is now possible. 

 Insect i .d . ,  continued  

“CRIMES 
NATURE” 

Extreme Topiary 

mailto:https://www.capitalpress.com/ag_sectors/grains/western-innovator-artificial-intelligence-ids-insects/article_08ddb056-b26e-11eb-9bac-eb3985c43e81.html


W hen I was in elementary school, which 

we all know was a long time ago, a 

prominent feature of our school days was recess. 

On the playground were swings, tetherball poles, 

a jungle gym, and a merry-go-round. As my  

children have pointed out many times, this was 

before safety was invented. So the merry-go-

round could be turned wickedly fast by those big 

6th graders. The younger and much smaller 3rd 

graders hung on for dear life and loved every  

minute of it until they got so dizzy they couldn’t 

stand up once the merry-go-round stopped. I 

guess that was the point of the bigger students 

pushing it so fast. I’m thinking about merry-go-

rounds because a subject that is bound to come 

up sooner or later in the gardening world is crop 

rotation. It might seem like a dizzying merry-go-

round to you and best to be steered clear of, but 

I’ll take you through my process in the Chef’s      

Garden. 

 

There are several    

options for crop rota-

tion. Some people try 

to reduce the amount 

of fertilizer they need 

by planting the crops 

that need the highest 

soil fertility in the first 

year after fertilizing, 

then crops that need 

less fertile soil in     

following years. Some 

people rotate crops 

based on what part of 

the plant is eaten. Thus all root crops together, 

all fruiting crops together, all leafy crops 

together. The method which I use and makes the 

most sense to me is to rotate crops based on 

plant families. Thus I group plants by families 

and simply rotate them one section over each 

year. I use a 4-5 year rotation. 

 

This sounds like 

a lot of bother. 

But I bother 

with crop rotation because it reduces pest and 

disease pressure on the crops in the next growing 

season. We need all the help we can get. 

 

In the garden I usually make the next year’s  

garden rotation map in November-December. 

This is important because we can prepare the bed 

where we will plant peas in February since there 

is no tilling happening in February and simply 

cover it in “very attractive” cardboard to keep out 

weeds until planting time. 

 

When I first started at the Chef’s Garden, I used 

an on-line garden planner. This was a lot of fun 

to use, visually appealing, and helpful because it 

highlighted in red  areas where a particular crop 

had grown previously. The longer the time had 

been since that crop had been in the    

area, the lighter the shade of red. But 

since we don’t have internet access or a 

computer in the garden it was a hassle 

and not as easy as pencil and paper. 

Maybe a younger gardener would enjoy 

wrestling with   technology; I do not. So 

for the past several years, we have had a 

paper-and-pencil garden map. Once we 

figure out where everything is going to be 

planted, we post it on the bulletin board 

in the garden shed. That way we can and 

do refer to it easily and regularly. 

Changing the plan is just an eraser away. 

After the year is over, the map goes into 

a notebook with the previous years’ maps 

and a new one is prepared. It is very low tech 

and reliable. 

 

Here’s how I go about what could be an over-

whelming undertaking. I tackle it by plant family. 

Keep in mind that I have already decided how 

much space is going to be allocated to each    

family. First I decide where the “big three” will 

Tales from the                          
 Chef’s Garden 

 Sandford eazy leaf lettuce 
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go. These are the families to which we allocate 

the most space. We start with  the Mustard or 

Brassiaceae family. This is the fall/winter/over-

winter garden. I do not bother planting mustard 

family during the rest of the year. It’s a personal 

preference thing.  Examples of the Brassiaceae 

family are broccoli, Brussel’s sprouts, cauliflower, 

radish, turnips, arugula, kale, and more. This 

family comprises the majority of the crops that 

are grown in the outside 

garden in the “off sea-

son”. This area is planted 

with an early cover crop 

which is then tilled under 

in late June to be ready 

for July plantings. 

 

The next plant family for 

consideration is the Sola-

naceae or nightshade 

family. This family takes 

up a significant amount of space. Members of this 

family are eggplants, peppers, potatoes, toma-

toes, and tomatillos. I write on my high-quality 

lined note paper how many plants we are plant-

ing and the spacing. You know how it is in spring; 

we hate to leave any orphan plants which is how 

we end up with way more produce that we can 

use in August and September. 

 

The next family which we tackle is the squash or 

Cucurbitaceae family. As one would suspect this 

covers the summer and winter squashes, melons, 

cucumbers, and gourds. As noted earlier, we 

specify right on our map how many of each 

variety and how much space to give them. This 

way at planting time, one person measures the 

spacing and marks it with stakes and (very      

importantly) labeling. I’m a stickler for labeling. 

Not only do the chefs sometimes  

request 

vegetables 

by cultivar 

name, 

sometimes 

they also 

engage in 

unsuper-

vised har-

vesting. 

(One time 

pepper 

seedlings were 

mistaken for basil 

because someone 

didn’t read care-

fully.) Not only is 

the labeling for 

our benefit: 

guests wander 

through the     

garden and they 

like to know the 

names of the  

various cultivars. 

 

Once we get settled where we are going to plant 

these three families, we work on the next five 

sort of simultaneously. These are the carrot or 

Apiaceae family, the sunflower or Asteraceae 

family, the Alliaceae or onion family, the Cheno-

podiaceae or beet family, and finally the Fabace-

ae or pea family.  Probably the carrot family 

members take up the next most space. They   

include (obviously) carrots, fennel, celeriac,  

parsley, and parsnips.  

 

The rest of the plant families just fill in the      

remaining spaces. That completes our    

preliminary plan. Then we go to the chefs and 

ask them what they would like for us to grow for 

the next year. They usually come up with some-

thing new,  different varieties, or more or less 

quantity than the previous year. Then we go back 

to our map, where we hopefully have left some 

empty space, and adjust the plan. We pin the 

“completed” plan to the bulletin board and call    

it good.  

 

Having a yearly crop rotation plan makes our 

lives much easier at planting time because all the 

planning was done ahead of time and we don’t 

have to scramble around with transplants wilting 

in the sun while we figure out what is going 

where. All in all it is well worth the time spent.  
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Amish Gold Slicer Tomato 

Mixed squash 

Adelaide carrots 

Anna Ashby, Master Gardener                                                 

            Master Beekeeper 



R esearchers at Oregon State University are 

studying what it would take to create a 

large commercial industry akin to maple sugaring 

in the Northeastern U.S. 

Funding comes from a three-year, $500,000 

grant through the USDA Acer Access & Develop-

ment Program to help promote the domestic   

maple syrup industry. 

Bigleaf Maples (Acer macrophyllum ) are native 

along the Pacific Coast, ranging from the 

northern tip of Vancouver Island south to 

California.  The species differs from the more 

common syrup-producing sugar maples on the 

East Coast (Acer saccharum), with less sugar 

concentration in the sap and a more “earthy”  

flavor.   

It takes about 50 to 80 gallons of sap from 

bigleaf maples to make 

one gallon of syrup.  

East Coast sugar maples 

ratio of sap to syrup is 

40 gallons of sap to 1 

gallon of syrup.  

Northwest production 

faces several challenges 

to get started.  Our     

climate and microcli-

mates can be more unpredictable, with rapidly 

fluctuating winter temperatures that can halt 

sap production. And commercial equipment is 

currently not made locally, and must be ordered 

from manufacturers across the country. 

 

                                                                                          

A s Anna Ashby’s article featured last month, now 

that it is March and spring is approaching, slugs 

will be more active again. They prefer moist conditions 

along with moderate temperatures, which start to   

occur in March and will extend through the spring.  

(See “From the Chef’s Garden” in the February issue 

of “The Grapevine” for complete information on slug 

habits, identification, and control). 

Now is a 

good time to 

stop slugs in 

their tracks 

by managing 

their popula-

tions early, 

preventing 

them from 

mowing down 

our emerging 

hostas and 

perennials 

and laying 

eggs for future generations.  Some research from 

OSU’s Rory McDonnell has found that bread dough 

is highly effective at attracting slugs.  (This subject 

was covered in “The Secret Weapon—Bread Dough!” 

in last year’s October issue of The ‘Grapevine’ page 

11). 

Dr. McDonnell stated that “Bread dough was, far and 

away, the best attractant that we’ve ever identified.”  

The bread dough will not kill the slugs, so you would 

need to put the dough into a plastic cup and dispose 

of the slugs or make the dough extra watery so the 

slugs drown in the cup.  Dr. McDonnell hypothesized 

that the effectiveness of the dough probably has to do 

with the fermentation process, which also makes beer 

a good attractant for slugs as well. 

I am eager to have a new weapon for slugs this year, 

and I am looking forward to giving it a try. I would 

also be interested to hear how this works for all of you 

as well, so feel free to share your experiences. 

 

Pesky Profiles By Heather Stoven 

Look Out for Slugs! 
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Maple Syrup in Northwest ’s Future?  

From the Capital Press,  02/04/22 

mailto:https://www.registerguard.com/story/news/2021/08/28/need-to-deal-with-slugs-your-garden-oregon-state-university-professor-suggests-bread-dough/5607196001/
mailto:https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2021/08/slugs-and-snails-controlled-with-bread-dough-really/


         Page 13          Yamhill County Master Gardeners The GRAPEVINE 3-2022 



 

p reparations are under way for the 2022 Oregon Master Gardener    

Association Mini-College.  It will be held July 29 and 30 at the OSU 

Alumni Center.  The keynote speakers will be Samantha Chisolm Hatfield and 

Gail Langellotto.  Dr. Hatfield’s area of specialization is Traditional Ecological 

Knowledge.  Gail will give the annual report on the Oregon Master Gardener program and update us 

on new developments in the field of horticulture.   

This month I would like to continue highlighting YCMGA committees.  Education (formerly Demon-

stration) Gardens and Educational Outreach are both active groups always looking for new members. 

This is an umbrella committee that coordinates the YCMGA Educational Outreach activities.  It 

includes: plant clinics (both at the office and at other events such as the Harvest Festival, Garden to 

Table, Community Workshops, Spring into Gardening, Farmer’s Markets, Insect Committee and the 

Educational Gardens).  Most of these activities also have a separate committee as you can see with 

the committee below.  This committee meets monthly.  Please contact Rita if you are interested in 

working with this group.  The coordinators for this group are: 

Rita Canales, reetcan@gmail.com 

Susanne Beukema, rebeukema@gmail.com 

YCMGA has two Education Gardens – one is at the fairgrounds and includes the beds near the green-

house and those in the Wiser Pavilion and the second is the area both in front of and beside the OSU 

Extension Office.  While this may seem like just more pruning and weeding (and we all have plenty of 

that in our own gardens) it is a great opportunity to learn about new plants, the control of invasive 

weeds, contribute to the ongoing development of these beds and help create the educational signage 

needed.   

Meeting:  9 a.m. Wednesdays, March through mid-fall or as needed. 

Chair people: Donn Callahan, m42oneb@gmail.com    

Sue Nesbitt, sue.nesbitt1231@gmail.com 
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Educational Outreach 

Education Gardens 

Ycmga President Sue Speaks... 
Save  th i s  Dat e !

Neil Bell demonstrates 

shrub pruning on February 

25th, during our very first 

hands-on Master Gardener 

class of the year. 

mailto:reetcan@gmail.com
mailto:rebeukema@gmail.com
mailto:sue.nesbitt1231@gmail.com


The best fertilizer is a gardener’s shadow. 

• Author. Year. Title. Publication Number or other identifying information. 
• Where you found or accessed the Publication 
• What is the overall goal of the publication? 
• List three things that you learned from reading this publication. 
• List two ways you can use this information in your volunteer service and/or                 

 your own garden. 
• Report 1 hour of CE per publication in the VRS system  

 

There are over 250 Extension publications in the OSU Extension Publications Catalog related 

to gardening.  This is a great opportunity to brush up on a topic that pertains to your garden.  

 

For details ask Carla or myself. 
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T he prospect of spring is in the air, even 

though we are in the midst of a cold spell 

as I write this. Certainly within the Master Gar-

dener program planning for spring is well under-

way even if the weather isn’t indicating so.     

Garden-to-Table started last weekend online with 

over 30 students participating in the English 

class.  Registration is also open for Spring-into- 

Gardening, and local gardeners are signing up to 

learn about sowing seeds, making hanging 

baskets, building raised beds and installing 

irrigation. The greenhouse is also  

sowing seeds in preparation for 

this year’s plant sale in May.  I 

am thrilled that we are hosting 

a Master Gardener training 

class as well, which starts       

in-person this week (Feb 24th).  

Please welcome the new 

trainees to our Yamhill County 

program. 

Due to COVID restrictions we have a smaller 

training class and less opportunities for attending 

the hands-on classes.  However, “Level Up” 

monthly webinars are under way, and additional 

continuing education opportunities will be 

occurring this summer.  Another way to receive 

continuing education credits is through reading 

an approved research-based publication and    

reporting what you learned from reading the  

publication into VRS.   

More specifically, this could involve reading an 

OSU Extension Publication which piques your   

interest and reporting the following things: 
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T he online shopping site (Shopify) will open up on April 22 for people to start looking at the 

plants for sale this year, deciding what to buy, and placing their orders.  Plants for sale include 

vegetables, herbs, annuals, perennials, and a few trees. 

Get your plants. Drive through plant pick-up is May 12 – 15 at the fairgrounds. After placing their 

orders, customers choose a time and day to pick up their plants. 

                    

VOLUNTEER. There are lots of opportunities for volunteers! WE NEED HELP: 

• Growing and preparing the plants for sale 

• Distributing publicity for the sale 

• Pulling the orders for each customer and having them ready for pick-up 

• Delivering the plants to customers’ cars 

• Directing traffic flow 

• Watering and caring for the plants as they await their new homes 

Please join us in this major YCMGA event – we need you as a volunteer and as a customer. 

You can shop at ycmgaplantsale.com, starting April 22. 

 

Volunteer to help by contacting our Plant Sale Chair, Gin Galt,            

at vs.galt@gmail.com. She will direct you to the appropriate person. 

YCMGA Annual Plant Sale Online for 2nd Year 

 
Save the Dates! *** *** 

          Your Worst Fears Come True... 
I n 1879, Michigan state University’s William Beal decided to find out how long weed seeds       

remain viable.  He collected seeds from 21 species of weeds, put 50 seeds of each species in a 

bottle of dry sand, and buried the bottles.  Beal retired in 1910, but the experiment continues. 

Every 20 years researchers dig a bottle (containing all species of seeds) and attempt to germinate 

them.  One species (“Great mullein”) is still viable after over 140 years, with 48% of the seeds 

sprouting vigorously in 2020!  Yes, this weed’s seeds are viable for more than 140 years... 

Professor Beal’s question has been answered, and plant  

physiologists plan to continue  the experiment through 2100.  

Fortuitously, we won’t be around to learn the anticipated result. 

mailto:vs.galt@gmail.com
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Yamhill County Extension 

2050 NE Lafayette Avenue 

McMinnville, OR 97128-9333 

Yamhill County Master       

Gardener™ Association        
Executive Board 2022 

        President:  Sue Nesbitt 

        President-Elect:  Susan Burdell 

        Secretary:  Donn Callaham 

        Treasurer:  Amy Curtis 

        OMGA Rep: Nancy Woodworth 

        OMGA Alt. Rep: Gail Stoltz 

        Members at Large: Marlena Bertram 

  and Kelly Moser 

         

     Heather Stoven                         

Yamhill County Extension Faculty   

for Community Horticulture 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers education-

al programs, activities, and materials without discrimination 

based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expres-

sion, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, 

sexual orientation, or veteran’s status. Oregon State Univer-

sity Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/yamhill 

Trade-name products and services are mentioned as illus-

trations only. This does not mean that the Oregon State 

University Extension Service endorses these products and 

services or intends to discriminate against products and 

services not mentioned.  For additional OSU Extension 

gardening information, visit:  http://

extension.oregonstate.edu/extension-ask-an-expert/

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/yamhill/ 

 

 

 

The Grapevine  is published monthly by the 

Yamhill County OSU Extension Office in 

cooperation with the Yamhill County             

Master Gardener™ Association,                                       

2050 Lafayette Avenue,                                             

 McMinnville, OR 97128-9333.                   

(503) 434-7517.  

     For free subscription by email,              

send request to above address.  

General meetings of the Yamhill County 

Master Gardeners™ Association are 

announced in this newsletter and                

are open to the public.                                

Contributors vary by monthly edition.  

          Grapevine Editor: Donn Callaham                
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