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Queen Anne’s Lace 
 Growth of Queen Anne’s Lace indicates 

that the soil is both poor in nutrients 
and very dry. 

In this Issue   

YCMGA Gardeners: 

Many of you are working on MG 

projects (Community Garden, 

Demo. Gardens, Greenhouse, 

Propagation, and more) and we 

want your photos to put in the 

Grapevine. 

 
Photos add a personal touch to 

our newsletter, and with all the 

distancing we need that more than 

ever.  Send your pics to: 

 

m42oneb@gmail.com 

See page 2 for a list of           
temporary careers you could  

have with YCMGA! 

https://ycmga.org/
http://www.facebook.com/yamhillcountymastergardeners
mailto:https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/common-vegetable-garden-problems
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We Sti l l  Need You!  

W e are still in the planning stages as to 

what type of plant sale we will focus on 

in the coming year; in person, on line 

or a hybrid type. 

Work has been ongoing with the planning for 

Garden-to-Table 2022 classes. Focus now is on 

obtaining potential grant funding with the hope 

for support of Spanish classes in the Spring. 

About 20 MGs from Yamhill County went to   

Independence to tour the Inspiration Garden of 

the Polk County Master Gardeners. We were 

warmly received and were greatly appreciative 

of the tour we were given along with the 

explanation of their garden and how it came 

into fruition. We thank all of the Polk County 

Master Gardeners who generously gave of their 

time to explain the garden and it’s origin to us.  

It has been a very hard year with all of the 

COVID restrictions and not being able to meet 

and socialize with one another, but hopefully this 

will soon pass and we can have classes    togeth-

er and meet one an-

other in   person. 

  

 

Submitted by: Polly 

Blum, Yamhill County 

OMGA Rep  

YCMGA Fourth Quarter Report  

For descriptions of these jobs and any questions,                      

use the “YCMGA Committee Chairpersons”                                    

list on page one of this Grapevine. 
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All of these positions need to be filled ASAP 
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EARN THOSE COVETED HOURS—RESOURCES     
FOR YOUR (FREE!) ENLIGHTENMENT  

N.B.  If you are watching the videos solely to earn OSU CE hours, DON’T watch        

them until you’ve contacted Carla or Heather, to verify potential hours. 

 

Free on-demand Master Gardener classes  
This series of short courses is excerpted from OSU’s Master Gardener online course, allowing you to study specific fundamentals of gardening.  

free-intro-to-oregon-master-gardener-program 

 

Free spring-into-Gardening webinars .    

Four webinars from the YCMGA event last April 

Spring into Gardening Webinars 

 

Free OSU Extension Tree School online    

  You can participate in the live classes hosted on Tree School Online or watch past webinars.  

knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline 

 

Oregon BEE Project PolliNATION podcast 

For people making bold strides to improve the health of pollinators.   

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/pollinationpodcast/ 

 

Free Landscaping Webinars 

Eleven classes from the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation District                                                                                                         

All highly relevant to horticulture in the Willamette Valley as well. 

Landscaping WebinarsNature  

 

Free Xerces Society Webinars 

The Xerces Society hosts webinars and participates in events organized by other organizations and                                                                           

provides technical expertise to support invertebrate conservation.  

https://xerces.org/events/webinars 

 

Flora of Oregon Online Resources 

Check out the video tutorials, search by plant common or scientific names;                                                                                  

use the tools for plant identification, mapping, and exploring plant diversity.                                                                                                 

https://oregonflora.org  

 

Sustainability at Home 

University of California series of webinars applicable to sustainable gardening in Oregon. 

Webinar Series 

 

https://workspace.oregonstate.edu/course/free-intro-to-oregon-master-gardener-program
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mn/stay-home-resources-master-naturalists
https://ycmga.org/2021-spring-into-gardening/
https://knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline
https://knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/pollinationpodcast/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/podcast/pollination-podcast
https://bawsca.org/conserve/landscaping/videos/
https://xerces.org/events/webinars
https://xerces.org/events/webinars
https://oregonflora.org/pages/tutorials.php
https://oregonflora.org/
https://ucnet.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/2021/05/learn-to-be-sustainable-at-home-with-fun-webinars-led-by-uc-experts.html


D ecember has rolled around just like 

clockwork. One of our many tasks this 

month is taking and submitting soil samples to 

the lab. Once we receive the results, we write out 

the fertilizer “recipe” for each of the areas.      

Because 1/2 of the garden is located in areas that 

are fill soil, we need to treat them differently. 

 

I haven’t always utilized soil analytical services. I 

grew up with the “spread more composted cow 

manure” mantra. After all, it was free. However 

when I started working at The Allison, the stakes 

were just a little higher so I decided that I had 

better figure out the whole mysterious soil    

sampling rigmarole.   

 

As we’ve all been taught, it was time to research 

and OSU Extension came to the rescue with a 

plethora of publications.  

1. “A Guide to Collecting Soil Samples for Farms 

and Gardens” EC 628.  

2.  “Analytical Laboratories Serving Oregon” EM 

8677.  

3. “Soil Test Interpretation Guide” EC 1478.   

4. “A Home Gardener’s Guide to Soils and Ferti-

lizers” EM 063E.   

5. “Soil Management for Small Farms” EB 1895.   

6. “Soil Fertility in Organic Systems: A Guide for 

Gardeners and Small Acreage ” PNW 646. 

 

It turns out that soil sampling is simple and if one 

asks, the analytical laboratory will send your    

results with fertilizer recommendations. It 

really is that easy! 

 

Gather tools needed to dig in the dirt. Here 

I have a small soil sample probe, trowel 

which represents a shovel, and new Ziplock 

bag. The soil probe is handy but isn’t neces-

sary as a shovel works just fine. 

 

Clear the soil of debris, mulches, plant 

parts, random cats, then take the sample. 

Apparently analytical labs get cranky or at   

least the staff 

does, if the   

samples contain a 

bunch of extraneous items. 

 

No shrinking back. Here is the process (after 

clearing the soil sampling spot) in photos. 

Tales from the                          
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Anna Ashby                                  

 Master Gardener                  

Soil probe option Shovel/slice option 

 Chef’s Garden 
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Anna Ashby                                  

Master Gardener                   

 The spring gardening conference previously known as “Spring Into Gardening” is no more.  

Therefore, we need a new catchy name.  Please submit suggested names to Rita and Carol.  The 

Master Gardener who suggests the chosen name will receive a bottle of wine as a thank you. 

 We are looking for a name that will fit for the four workshops in the series, which are:   

Irrigation, Hanging Baskets, Planting Seeds using Heat Pad and Grow Lights and Raised Beds.  

The timing of the workshops will be determined based on the availability of sponsors/presenters, 

with up to 30 workshop spots available.  To satisfy the Master Gardener program mission of    

educating the public, we will be focusing on getting individuals from the general public to 

participate.  Master Gardeners will be able to participate by volunteering to assist during the 

workshops and attending the event, though space may be limited. 

What’s in a Name? 

T he 

sterile insect technique (SIT) is an envi-

ronmentally-friendly insect pest control method.  

It involves the mass-rearing and sterilization 

(using radiation) of a target pest, followed by an 

area-wide release of the sterile males by air over 

specific areas. The sterilized males mate with 

wild females, resulting in no offspring and a    

declining pest population.  

 

SIT differs from classical biological control, which 

involves the introduction of non-native biological 

control agents, in several ways: 

1. Sterile insects are not self-replicating and 

therefore cannot become established in the 

environment or replace wild populations. 

2. Breaking the pest’s reproductive cycle, also 

called autocidal control, is species-specific. 

3. SIT does not introduce non-native species into 

an ecosystem. 

 

SIT was first developed in the USA and has been 

used successfully for more than 60 years.  It is 

currently applied on six continents. 

 

SIT has been successful in controlling a number 

of high-profile insect pests, including fruit flies, 

tsetse fly, screwworm, moths and mosquitoes.  

However, the process is 

expensive and requires 

highly specialized equip-

ment and personnel. 

 

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

 

Using the “Sterile 

Insect Technique” 

Farm, Journal, 9-21 

A “horticulturist’s dream” traffic sign 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5993313/
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History                                                    

This, the most iconic tree of the western United 

States, was named by David Douglas in 1826 

near what is now Spokane, Washington.  The 

Scottish botanist named this pine for its 

“ponderous” (in the sense of being heavy) wood. 

Other common names are yellow pine, western 

longleaf pine, bull pine, western red pine (as bark 

turns reddish as it becomes older), western pitch 

pine, Sierra brownbark pine, Ponderosa white 

pine and black jack pine.  (These varied names 

are an excellent example of why we need Latin 

nomenclature!). 

Ponderosa pine are in predominately dryer areas 

and are highly drought-resistant.  They thrive 

where the temperature reaches 100 degrees or 

more, yet also aren’t bothered by extreme 

winters with deep snow and 40 degrees below 

zero weather. The tallest recorded tree has been 

reported right around 230 feet, and the oldest 

tree known was 600 years old. 

 

Resistance to Fire 

One of Ponderosa pines best defenses is it’s 

iconic (and fragrant) bark.  Thick pieces of this 

bark slough of when the bark is on fire, expelling 

fire to the ground and off the tree.  The older the 

tree gets, the thicker and more protective the 

bark becomes.  The tree also is deep-rooted, 

which optimizes water uptake and insulation of 

the roots.  So when there is a fire and the 

surface roots are killed, the deep roots stay living 

and can regenerate the tree. 

 

Ponderosa pine also have a very open 

structure (particularly compared with 

Douglas fir) which allows for better air 

flow and heat dissipation during a fire.  

The needles of this tree contain a lot of 

moisture, so that even if the needles are 

scorched, the buds may be protected by 

the needles and their thick outer scales.  

After a fire, the buds will grow new nee-

dles and the tree will continue to grow.  

This makes it possible for the Ponderosa 

pine to lose over 90% of its needles in a 

fire, yet recover completely the next 

year.  (See comparative photos, right). 

 

Water-Repellency                                      

Retaining needles allows ponderosa pines to 

extend the length of the photosynthetic season.  

But needle pores become blocked when water 

pools on needles, preventing a tree from 

photosynthesizing effectively.  So shedding water 

is important for trees in rainy places. Pine forests 

grow in some of the wettest locations in the 

world and over millennia have honed their water 

repellency to perfection.  

 

Researchers recently filmed what happens to a 

raindrop when it hits a pine needle (which has a 

ridge-shaped profile) compared to what happens 

Ponder the Ponderosa pine 

Ponderosa easily survive this controlled burn 

 

http://www.lewis-clark.org/content/content-article.asp?ArticleID=487


when the raindrop hits a needle with a rounded 

profile. Their findings, published in Physics of  

Fluids, show that the ridge-shaped profile was far 

more effective at splitting and  dispersing 

raindrops. The researchers hope that some of the 

Ponderosa pine’s water-repelling secrets will have 

the potential to revolutionize waterproof fabric 

design. 

 

Traditional uses: Medical 

Ponderosa pine was used extensively by North 

American indigenous tribes, who valued it 

especially for its antiseptic properties, using it to 

treat a range of skin problems, cuts, wounds, 

burns, etc.  The pitch and gum was valued for its 

beneficial effect on the respiratory system and 

was used to treat various chest and lung 

problems. Turpen-

tine obtained from 

the resin of all pine 

trees is antiseptic.  

Mixed with bear 

grease, pine resin 

was an effective 

treatment for sores 

and inflamed eyes. 

 

As Food 

The inner bark of 

the ponderosa pine 

was eaten raw or 

cooked in the 

spring as a sweet 

treat.  The seed, rich in oil, can be ground up to 

make a flour used in bread-making.  Young 

Ponderosa pine cones could be boiled and used 

as an emergency food, as could the inner bark.  

Pine needles were steeped to make tea.  

  

Other Historic uses 

Indigenous people also used Ponderosa pine for 

making fiber and blue dye.  Needles were used in 

basketry, and of course the wood for timber and 

dugout canoes.  Besides being of medicinal value, 

the pitch worked well as a waterproofing agent 

for canoes, baskets, tents, moccasins, and more.  

Pitch was also used as an excellent waterproof 

adhesive.   

 

Current Uses 

For the last several hundred years, Ponderosa 

pine has been the construction lumber of choice 

through most of the United States.  Because this 

wood does not shrink and swell after being 

processed as much as some other pines, it’s   

valued for close-fitting joinery.  The clear wood is 

used for sashes, doors, blinds, molding, paneling, 

and interior woodwork.  Low-grade lumber is 

widely used for boxes, crates and wood 

packaging.  Knotty Ponderosa pine is also 

becoming more and more popular for     

decorative and exposed interior woodwork.  
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Distinctive needles and 
cones of Ponderosa 

Donn Callaham 

https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/5.0019310?dm_i=3Q4Y,16PTO,6YF128,483ZJ,1&
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/5.0019310?dm_i=3Q4Y,16PTO,6YF128,483ZJ,1&


A  New Zealand   

couple was weed-

ing their garden in late 

August when they spotted 

a mysterious mass    

beneath the soil.  The 

couple, who live on a 

small farm in the Waikato 

region of the country’s 

North Island, quickly 

realized they needed 

proper tools for the  

excavation effort.  

 

Using a large garden fork, 

they managed to extract 

the mound, which was 

“brown and lumpy and deformed,” Colin said. “It 

looks like a big tumor. A great big bumpy gross-

looking thing.” Indeed, by total accident, the 

Craig-Browns had cultivated what they now 

believe is the world ’s largest potato ever, 

weighing in at about 17.2 pounds. 

  

They named the potato Dug — “because we dug 

him up. Plain and simple,” said Colin.  The couple 

also made the potato its own small transport 

cart, and Donna is in the process of making a 

scrapbook filled with photos of Dug to memorial-

ize the experience.  

 

Currently, Dug is being stored in the freezer to 

keep from molding and drying up, while the   

couple awaits news from Guinness World 

Records. 

 

“He’s just 

chilling out,” 

said Colin, 

who is an 

amateur   

distiller. 

Since eating 

Dug would be 

“sacrilege,” 

he continued, 

the grand plan is to eventually turn the potato 

into alcohol.  “We’ll have a wake for him, 

and I’ll get all my friends around, and 

we’ll toast him off with his own vodka,” 

Colin said. “At the end of the day, he’s 

just a spud. But he’s had a pretty wild 

and wonderful life.”  
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“Dug” the spud 

From the Washington Post,  11/08/21 

“CRIMES 
AGAINST 

NATURE” 



S lime molds are primitive organisms which can be 

found on lawns or other surfaces, causing      

unnecessary concern to those who are unfamiliar with 

them.  To distinguish these gloppy, fungal look-alikes 

as slime molds, rather than a fungal disease of lawns, 

run your fingers along the blade of grass. The slime 

molds are easily wiped off the surface of grass blades 

revealing undamaged leaves below. They are not 

pathogenic, causing no harm to the grass. 

Slime molds are not fungi; they are primitive organ-

isms which are comprised of single cells which gather 

together for reproduction. When together as a group 

they creep on surfaces in a process called protoplas-

mic streaming, produce fruiting structures, and after 

reproduction, disperse and are no longer visible to us.   

Slime molds are commonly seen in moist, shady situa-

tions, often in fall.  They can be seen in the landscape 

on bark dust, lawns or other sur-

faces when these weather condi-

tions coincide.  Slime molds feed 

on small organisms they encoun-

ter and act as decomposers; they 

do not harm your lawn or other 

plants.  These molds often disap-

pear when weather dries and can 

be removed by raking.  No fungi-

cides are needed if this organism 

is spotted in your yard.  

Check out these cool videos to see 

slime mold in action! 

 Youtube video 

 Scientific American  

H appy Holidays to all of you! It’s hard to      

believe another year is almost over.  It was 

wonderful to see so many of you at the 2021 Gradua-

tion and Awards Ceremony recently. Congratulations 

to our many award winners and graduates and thank 

you to Susanne and Carla for assisting me in making 

the online event a success. Carla has sent out an 

email to those that have awards ready for pick-up. For 

the newly certified master gardeners as soon as the 

nametags arrive she will be contacting you to pick 

those up with your awards.  

Thank you to all of you for volunteering your time and 

talents to the Master Gardener program. Even though 

this last year we still had challenges due to COVID, 

you were all able to creatively problem-solve with how 

to move forward with our programs. Garden-to-Table, 

MG Desk Clinics, Spring-into-Gardening and the Plant 

Sale were all able to move online so that we were able 

to educate the public remotely. It is also wonderful 

that some in-person activities have been possible, 

such as the Community Garden, Demo Gardens, Prop-

agation and Greenhouse, as well as some late season 

Farmers’ Markets and Desk Clinics. I am hopeful that 

next year will continue to move towards normalcy. 

We are busy getting prepared for next year’s hybrid 

MG training classes. Our schedule is set and the    

classes are already almost full.  Our classes will be 

starting a bit later this year, in February, to allow for 

some of the in-person hands-on classes to be 

outdoors. It will be great to have some new trainees in 

the program: I am really looking forward to meeting 

them.  Unfortunately, at least early on, we will not be 

able to host our welcome potluck for the training 

class; however I will keep my fingers crossed that we 

can host an outdoor gathering in the spring or 

summer so that the trainees can meet everyone. 

Happy holidays and thank you to every one of you.  I 
am so grateful for you all! 

Pesky Profiles By Heather Stoven 

It’s Slime Time 

The GRAPEVINE 4-2021          Yamhill County Master Gardeners 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YWbY7kWesI
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/brainless-slime-molds/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/brainless-slime-molds/
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Yamhill Master Gardeners Association 

Budget Overview 

January—December 2022 

Bloom where you are planted. 



T his natural mineral, discovered in the well 

water of Epsom, England, has been used 

for hundreds of years to fertilize plants and to 

treat a range of human and animal ailments.  

Chemically, Epsom 

salts is hydrated 

magnesium sulfate 

(about 10 percent 

magnesium and 13 

percent sulfur). 

Magnesium is   

critical for seed     

germination and the production of chlorophyll, 

fruit, and nuts. It also helps strengthen cell walls 

and improves plants' uptake of nitrogen, 

phosphorus, and sulfur. 

 

The causes and effects of magnesium deficien-

cies vary. Plants such as tomatoes, peppers, and 

roses need high levels of magnesium for optimal 

growth. But plants may not show the effects 

of magnesium deficiency until it's severe. Some 

common deficiency symptoms are yellowing of 

the leaves between the veins, leaf curling, stunt-

ed growth, and lack of sweetness in the fruit. 

 

Magnesium tends to be lacking in 

old, weathered soils with low pH, 

notably in the Pacific Northwest. 

Soils with a pH above 7 and soils 

high in calcium and potassium  

also generally have low magnesi-

um levels. Calcium and potassi-

um compete with magnesium 

for uptake by plant roots, and 

magnesium often loses, so extra 

magnesium is often needed. 

 

Gardeners add magnesium when they apply dolo-

mitic lime to raise the soil's pH. However, lime 

(46 percent calcium carbonate, 38 percent mag-

nesium carbonate) breaks down slowly (over 

years) and the calcium can interfere with magne-

sium uptake.  Although dolomitic lime is an inex-

pensive way to add magnesium, Epsom salts'  

advantage over them is its high solubility. 

When diluted with water, and especially when  

applied as a foliar spray, Epsom salts can be   

taken up quickly by plants. Epsom salts' 

magnesium content, high solubility, and ease of 

application as a foliar spray are the main reasons 

for the positive results many gardeners see in 

their plants. 

For humans, Epsom salts are used, theoretically, 

to reduce pain and swelling.  Often used for itchy 

skin, sore muscles, and arthritis pain, people   

believe the magnesium and sulfate soak into your 

skin and help alleviate symptoms.   

It’s worth noting, though, that there is no scien-

tific evidence of any benefits to humans from   

using Epsom salts, even though they have been 

in use for hundreds of years.  They may have a 

benefit, or it may simply be the placebo effect. 
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Plant information from National Gardening 

Magazine, Charles Nardozzi, 11-13, 2021 

Note the root which went from the 

mainland to the rock to make a tree.  

Survivor Trees... 

THE STORY OF EPSOM SALTS 

About magnesium 

Why magnesium? 

Epsom salts vs. lime 
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