
Speaker Bios 

Neil Bell is Community Horticulturist for the Oregon State University Extension Service in Marion 

County and Polk County. Since 2000 he has overseen the OSU Master Gardener programs in both 

counties. Together with Heather Stoven, he also oversees the Northwest Plant Evaluation 

program, which began in 1999 with a Hebe evaluation. He lives with his wife Bernadine on 5 acres 

of Polk County bush west of Monmouth, where they continue to learn how to garden with wildlife, 

plentiful weeds and limited water. 

Crystal Cady is an avid gardener with a passion for people and plants, Crystal is a young 

industry professional following her dreams. With over 20 years’ experience and education in the 

wholesale, retail and landscape trade she is well rounded in the many facets of horticulture and 
gardening. Crystal started out in the green industry working at a prominent garden center in 

Portland, Oregon and within three weeks she knew the horticulture industry was where she 

wanted to be and the dream to own her own garden center was unstoppable. Years later she has 

been nationally recognized for her work and contributions in the industry, being named one of 

GPN’s 40 Under 40, amongst other honors and accolades. Having also gained experience through 
various positions in the industry, and earning a bachelor’s in Horticulture and a Master’s in 

Business. Crystal has laid a solid foundation in which to pursue her future dream of owning a 

garden center in the Willamette Valley area.  Crystal is very passionate about sharing her love for 

cool plants, containers, fresh produce and all things green with others. While the hunt for the 
perfect location and plans for the future continue to develop in the background, she enjoys being 

an Account Manager for Skagit Gardens, one of the largest wholesale growers of Annuals and 

Perennials in the Pacific Northwest. She feels very blessed with the opportunity to represent some 

of the coolest and best product on the market and supply it to many of the top retailers in the 
state. www.skagitgardens.com  

Julie Huynh - My name is Julie Huynh, pronounced like Win. I live in Otis, Oregon, on the 

central Oregon Coast.  I own Julie’s Dahlias where I have been growing dahlias for over seven 

years.  I am a member and a judge of the Portland Dahlia Society and I also help judge dahlia 

shows in the Pacific Northwest. I am also a certified Master Gardener and prior to growing 
dahlias, I grew and showed roses.   
 

At this time, I grow over 600 dahlias including 450 different varieties. Propagating and creating 

my own varieties is my new passion. I really enjoy getting out and talking to other dahlia lovers. I 

learn so much from other growers, and I am so happy to be able to educate the public on growing 

dahlias too. Growing things is definitely my passion. 

   
Norm Jacobs...I began gardening under my grandmother's tutelage in New Jersey sometime 

around age 6 - trimming boxwood, pruning roses, and tending the vegetable garden.  We moved 

to California's Bay Area when I was in high school, where I landscaped the tract house lot:  fruit 

trees, berries, rhubarb, and a vegetable garden in the back yard, and a very conventional 

ornamental front yard.  But the treasures were the three mature apricot trees that the developer 
left intact!  College was math/physics at Berkeley, but fledgling programs for public "pension" 

gardens drew my involvement, as well as Alice Waters' first "edible classroom" a few blocks from 

where I lived.  At the time my focus was on edibles, but exploring the UC Botanical Garden 

became one of my getaways.  
 

A few years after college, I met Deb - a botany grad from UC Santa Barbara.  That we would 
garden was a foregone conclusion, and partnering in Arbutus Garden Arts has been a natural 

outcome.  We moved onto 20 acres of bare land in Yamhill in the early 1980s, where we 

immediately began a garden under a canopy of Quercus garryana with limited water and low-

fertility low water retention soil.  Beginning in 2010 we began to develop a new garden in 

Portland with more sun and alluvial soil, moving ourselves and our nursery in mid-2015.  Deb has 
retained an eclectic taste in plants, while my interest has been drawn to Asian plants, gardens, 

and garden design in which I've taken formal training. 
 

http://www.skagitgardens.com/


Woodland gardens are our focus, as we've found the assembly of over-story, mid-story, and 

understory to benefit the plants and ourselves with reduced stress and labor.  Working from full 

sun at the fringes to deep dry shade in the depths allows us the full range of plants we like.  As a 
nursery, we specialize in Japanese maples, dwarf conifers, Epimedium, and are flirting with 

woodland (species) peonies, all of which are propagated and grown right here from plants which 

have performed well in our garden. 

 
Katherine Johnson is a Past President of the Portland Rose Society and Rosarian. Katherine is 

eminently qualified to speak on this topic. She maintains a spectacular home rose garden planted 

in hybrid teas, grandifolias and floribundas. 

 

Tonya Johnson is an OSU Extension Service Family & Community Health Faculty based out of 

the Marion County Extension Office.  She coordinates the Master Food Preserver program, and 

trains and supervises over 40 MFP volunteers in the region.   Tonya’s background is in public 

health, and she especially enjoys working with partners to help improve the health of our 

communities. 

 

Rose Marie Nichols McGee is the daughter of a nursery owner, grew up with a book in one 

hand while weeding with the other. This has evolved to a life in the world of plants, gardening and 

words. Co-author of McGee & Stuckey’s Bountiful Container, a complete guide to growing 

vegetables, herbs, fruits and edible flowers in containers, and enjoys creating productive and 
beautiful food gardens of all sizes.   She is president of Nichols Garden Nursery, a mail order plant 

and seed company, a fellow of the Garden Writers Association and an Oregon Master Gardener 

and author of Basic Herb Cookery.  

 

Darren Morgan grew up gardening and farming in Dayton Oregon. He has worked at 

Shonnards Nursery in Corvallis for 29 years and is currently the nursery manager.  He specializes 

in trees and shrubs, vegetable gardening, and diagnostic consultation, and also teaches 

community education classes and workshops through Linn-Benton Community College. 

 

Joleen Schilling has a bachelor’s degree in horticulture science from OSU. She discovered her 

love for teaching while in the graduate studies program at OSU. She went on to teach part-time 

at Linn-Benton Community College while working full-time at Garland Nursery in Corvallis. Then 

in 2011, Schilling spent a year working full-time in the agricultural sciences program at Linn-

Benton, filling in for the chair, who took a one-year sabbatical. Schilling is now a full-time 
teaching instructor at Chemeketa Community College. 

 

Patty Sorensen is a previous teacher and technology consultant who in retirement is an avid 

gardener and birder.  She was a Yamhill County Master Gardener until her grandchildren arrived. 

Now she is a grandma who is sharing her love of gardens and birds with them.  

Dr. Bernadine Strik is a Professor of Horticulture at OSU and is responsible for Extension 

educational programs for the commercial berry crop industries, research and teaching.  Bernadine 
has an active interest and involvement in the home horticulture program. She has developed 15 

publications for home gardeners, is involved in the Master Gardener training program, and 

recently completed 5 online pruning and training classes for the home and small farm audience. 

Bernadine is a world renowned berry crop expert with many scientific research papers and book 
chapters published 

 

Keith Wingfield has been a member of the Master Gardening Program in Yamhill County since 

1996.  He is a lifelong gardener and has presented many classes on "The Enabled Garden".  His 

areas of interest include adaptive Gardening, general gardening, soil development and Bonsai 

training, cultivation, and showing.  His talk this year will again be focused on adaptive gardening 

for those with limited mobility or with disabilities, and on gardening within limited spaces so as to 

allow gardening to be pursued and enjoyed at all phases of life. 


