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MAKE OUR COUNTY A
BETTER PLACE...
Sign up or talk to jade to
fill any one of
these positions:
Plant sale Customer Service
representative
Hands-on planting clinic at
Edwards Elementary
Help Saturdays at Newberg
High Plant Sale
Plant Clinics coming up for
many events: check for
details in “Help Wanted”

Improve our planet and
earn coveted MG hours!!

YCMGA COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSONS:
Community Garden
Linda Mason
Demo Garden
Gail Price
Education Outreach
Rita Canales
Newsletter
Donn Callaham
Farmers’ Mkt. Mac.
Tom Canales
Farmers’ Market
Newberg
Peter Steadman
Greenhouse
Linda Coakley
Hospitality
Polly Blum
Insect Committee
Robert Grossman
Library
Beth Durr
Photography
Nancy Woodworth
Plant Sale
Pat Fritz
Propagation
Ruth Estrada
Publicity
Tom Canales
Kathleen Brown

YCMGA Plant
Sale May
4th & 5th
https://ycmga.org/

Scholarships
Susan Nesbitt
Seed-to-Supper
Gene Nesbitt
Spring into Garden
Gene Nesbitt

“ CRIMES AGAINST NATURE”

Social Media/
Website
Tom Canales
Sunshine Committee
(as yet unknown)

Facebook.com/yamhillcountymastergardeners
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HELP WANTED
Demo Garden Coordinator
Work with those Demo Garden committee members who have taken responsibility for various
demo garden plots, to coordinate: irrigation, application of amendments, pest management, plant selection, preparation for public events, and any other tasks that affect the Demo garden as a whole. Also work
with the Greenhouse and Propagation committees to coordinate purchases or allocations of any
compost/soil and plants grown in preparation for the spring plant sale.
Gail Price at nutefarm@aol.com

Get along with People?
Like to tell people where to go? Customer Service MG’s needed for Plant Sale. This job
requires you to direct 4H students to help customers by taking plants on wagons to their
cars and holding boxes for customers as they shop. You will also need to read a site map to
direct customers to the kind of plants they are looking for and who they need to talk to for
plant information. (We are trying to make the plant sale more customer-friendly). People
needed inside and out: contact Jade to fill one of these positions. Time is LIMITED!

Clinic Enthusiast
Newberg High School plant sale begins May 3 and continues throughout May. Several people are
needed to staff a clinic desk every Saturday in May (at the high school) from 10am to 1 pm. Anticipate
the thrill of high school students actually listening to your advice! Not to mention the clinic hours
you will earn towards your certification or recertification. Contact Cindy Kinnaman

kinnamanbc@gmail.com
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Yamhill County Master Gardener Calendar
May 2019
4

Saturday

Newberg High Plant Sale: Newberg High School, 10am to 1pm. Clinic
desk people needed. See details on opposite page.
YCMGA Plant Sale: Day one, 9am to 3pm, many shifts, Yamhill County
Fairgrounds. Also need help moving plants after closing until done.

5

Sunday

YCMGA Plant Sale: 11am to 2pm, Yamhill County Fairgrounds.

8

Wednesday

YCMGA Board of Directors meeting : Public Works Auditorium,
Extension Office, McMinnville; 10am to about 12pm.

All Master Gardeners are always welcome to board meetings

11

Saturday

Newberg High Plant Sale: Newberg High School, 10am to 1pm.

16

Thursday

McMinnville Farmers’ Market: Cowls St. downtown Mac., noon to 6p

18

Saturday

Newberg High Plant Sale: Newberg High School, 10am to 1pm.

23

Thursday

Edwards Elementary Carnival: Edwards Elementary, 715 S.E. 8th,
Newberg. Planting “clinic,” 11am to 1pm

25

Saturday

Newberg High Plant Sale: Newberg High School, 10am to 1pm.
Community Garden Class: “Vegetable Variety Selection”, At Garden, 11
am to 1:15 pm. One hour of credit for Master Gardeners.

29

Monday

Newberg Farmers’ Market: Day one of Newberg Farmers’ Market, 9am to
3pm in two shifts.

30

Thursday

McMinnville Farmers’ Market: Cowls St. downtown Mac., noon to 6pm
Every Saturday 9am Listen to:
”To the Root of It” program @ 9:00 am. on radio KLYC AM 1260 with Sharon & Kyle.
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Master Gardener booth at “Farm Fest” April 6

Marilyn, Jeff, & Margaret at Spring into Gardening

Sue & Rosemary at Camelia Festival
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New mason bee hotels

ay is Plant Sale month and it’s a
great relief to move all the plants
out and convert them to cash. We have
added 3 Mason bee hotels and a canopy
(cost of about $50).
A very successful fund raiser at Walnut
City Wine Works in April has greatly
improved our cash flow. We are now
looking for a heat wave to warm up the
soil enough for planting the hot weather
crops. Our surplus plant sale plants are
donated to the row gardeners first and then to
YCAP for distribution throughout the county.
We will be building 11 new raised beds in our
ornamental flower bed area and that is the major
construction project for 2019.

The Boy Scouts are
improving the area
around the well house/
porta-potty to eliminate
some trip hazards.

New 12’ by 20’ canopy

Please come out and
visit the labyrinth and
the garden at any time.
We do have over 30 raised beds planted to spring
crops and they are doing well.

Alan Wenner

Ruta, Polly, & Tom
at Miller Woods

Sneaking after Snakes: Tom at Miller Woods
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M ISREPRESENTED M ULCH ...
Though all planters know the importance and benefits of organic
mulch, some misunderstandings persist. This is good material to
know for yourself, and for plant clinics.

Cause Acidification : There is no scientific
research to support that organic mulches
such as wood chips and bark have any
effect on soil pH. Used as a potting medium, the release of phenolic acids does
acidify soil, but as a mulch on the soil
there is no ill effect.

Allelopathy: Properly applied landscape mulch
will not have allelopathic effects on
established landscape plants. It is
most likely to injure newly planted
or shallow rooted plants. A short period of composting and correct application of woody mulch will prevent damage.

Nitrogen deficiency: Many studies have
demonstrated that woody mulch materials actually increase nutrient levels in soils
and or/associated plant foliage. There
may be some depletion in the soil/
mulch interface affecting vegetables.
However, neither nitrogen immobilization nor growth suppression occurs as a result of
using woody materials for mulch.

Home for Pests: Many organic
mulches, especially wood-based
mulches, have the reputation of being
“pest magnets”. On the contrary, many
are not attractive to pest
insects but are actually insect repellent.

Flammability: Wood-based mulches
are not flammable, even though yard
wastes can be. Of course, wood mulch
near a home should be kept damp during the summer to avoid the danger of spreading
fire.

Weed contamination: Improperly
treated crop residues and composts as
well as bark mulches are often carriers
of weed seed. Mulch must be deep
enough to suppress weeds and promote healthy soils and plants. Weed control and
enhanced plant performance are directly linked
to mulch depth.
Linda Chalker-Scott, WSU, et. al.

Learning propagation at Miller Woods
Marilyn, Rita, Pat, & Sonya (Miller Woods)
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orn in Minnesota to corn
farmers, Michael’s family
migrated to Oregon in 1964.
His grandfather owned a traveling home show, “O’Loughlin
Trade Shows”. When the family
moved to Oregon, the Memorial
Coliseum had recently opened
(in 1961). O’Loughlin Trade
Shows opened a Portland office
and stopped traveling the country with their shows, doing only
local work. At the Memorial
Coliseum they produced
Norwegian Olympic figure
skater Sonja Henie’s ice show.
After he received his degree at
OSU in biology (specializing in
genetics) Michael owned and
managed O’Loughlin Trade
Shows with his father for 20
years.
Later he returned to college
(PSU) for a degree in education.
All courses were completed
except for student teaching; his
goal was to teach high school
biology.
But his life changed soon after—
he got married and now has
four children: Megan (a school
district nurse), Tyler (a veterinarian), Gerald (working on his
Masters), and MacKenzie (in
pre-med). He moved to McMinnville f r o m T i g a r d w h e n
MacKenzie graduated from high
school.
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Michael is currently
living on a farm in
McMinnville which his
father purchased years
ago as a retreat from
the craziness of trade
show work! He is also
operating the Clark
County Home Show in
Vancouver, WA., where
his time commitment
is October-April. Most
importantly, he is a
Yamhill County Master
Gardener, pushing
2000 hours. He has
been involved in:

















Propagation
Ore. Bee Atlas (advisor for
state group & for Yamhill
County)
Trainee mentor
Insect Committee
Clinic Desk
Articles for Grapevine
Trainee presenter – Entomology & Pollination
“Ask An Expert” – beetles/
herpetology
On the YCMGA Speaker list
Yamhill Butterfly Gardener
group
Citizen Science - Research
on dissolved O2 regarding hatching of redlegged frogs
Research on ring-necked
snakes and garter snakes
(Both projects with his
veterinarian brother, who
lives on a neighboring
farm)

Michael O’Loughlin
2014 Graduate
Teaching classes at
local schools.
Currently Michael is growing
flowers for Rekha Loomba’s
lei-making class for Master
Gardeners this summer, raising
Globe Amaranth, Baby’s Breath,
Marigolds, and Double Zinnias.
He does relax, though - by
reading scientific journals and
scientific studies!

Thanks, Michael, for
enriching Yamhill County
Master Gardeners .

Nancy Woodworth
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Gardener
room at the
Extension
office.

T

Let Jade
know if you
are interested in attending a
general class, a computer class
or the plant problem diagnosis
class. I am also planning a
plant identification class focusing on plant families on June 10 th at
1pm in the PWA
auditorium

There has been a good deal of
interest in the upcoming clinic
desk classes scheduled for May
20th and 22nd in the Master

Lastly, this year unfortunately we won’t
have a full schedule

his is a crazy time of year
with final preparations for
the plant sale underway, but
once the sale is over there will
still be plenty of activities going
on.

Pesky Profiles
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at the McMinnville Farmers’ Market as we have in the past.
There are more applications
than they can handle, therefore
at this time we will be at the
McMinnville Market for only 5
weeks during the summer.
Jade has taken down the weeks
we will not be able to be there
from Signup.com and will be
contacting everyone who had
signed up for those dates.
Thank you for your
understanding!

By Heather Stoven

The Colorful World of Insects

I

am always entertained by
the interesting intakes we
receive in the office each day.
Today we received a beautiful,
metallic, emerald-colored
beetle, commonly known as a
golden buprestid (Bupresis aurulenta or Cypriacis aurulenta).
This native insect’s larvae bore
galleries in the sapwood of dead
and dying conifers, acting as a
“forest recycler”.
This insect looks similar to the
invasive emerald ash borer, but
has ridged and bronze-edged
elytra which are distinguishing.
They are also larger in size than

emerald ash borer at 1/2” long.
These flathead borers typically
take 1-3 years to complete
development in a forest
environment, but have been
noted to take as long as 30
years when in lumber used in
building construction. Fortunately, these
insects do not
re-infest lumber
and are therefore not considered a structural threat.
We have this
lovely beetle in

our insect cabinet with the
other Coleopterans – come
check it out next time you are
working the desk.
http://web.forestry.ubc.ca/fetch21/
FRST308/lab7/buprestis_aurulenta/
golden.html
https://pnwhandbooks.org/woodinfesting-beetle
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Plant This!
Ketzel Levine

2000 Sasquatch Books

M

ost of us avid gardeners can't get enough
satisfaction for our passion for
discovering new plants. Ketzel
Levine has been an NPR
personality and contributes to
Horticulture magazine and The
Oregonian. She lives in
Portland and knows her NW
plants! She's got a fun, quirky
style in her writing to share her
knowledge.
As evidence, these two quotes
in her introduction are surely
'the hook that gets the
fish.' One example: (p.8) "I
also choose plants as I might
friends, including some that
looked cool and some my heart
went out to." On (p.9) she tells
us "I encourage you to baptize
this book with filthy fingers...maligning me in the
margins if I left something out."
This playfulness sets the stage
for a fun read that delivers
more information in a compact
form than many books. She
takes 100 plants to recommend. These plants are
organized under the season she
thinks they look their best. The
book is illustrated by a wellknown Portland water
colorist: Rene Eisenbart. If you
are lucky, you can get in on one
of her water color/pastel workshops.

Each plant covered has the
same "box of facts" listed off to
the side. Facts: Botanical
Name; "Sounds Like"; Common
Name; Basic Needs; Worst
enemy; and “best advice.”
Several plants have an added
box labelled “Gimme more.”
These are specific cultivars
and descriptions for plants that
are successful in our area,
which can be quite helpful.
The fun starts when you start
reading the text. Sometimes it
sounds like a stand-up comedian, but most of it reads like
prose. It makes learning
fun. Let's go through the
seasons with Ketzel, with some
plants I randomly picked out.
SPRING: Euphorbia. (p.1112) We find out "it was known
in Julius Caesar's Rome, it was
known by the Oubangu tribe of
the Congo, and shows up
annually in the display aisle of
your nearest Safeway." Turns
out, poinsettia is a euphorbia. The Roman euphorbia
was a succulent. The Congolese see it as
a tall spiny
shrub. Parts of
the tropics
offer tree forms
of euphorbia
ninety feet
high! Here in

Oregon we have our own—
spurge. (Not to be confused
with some kind of weed). The
pretty ornamentals bloom in
early spring and provide a good
backbone for perennial beds.
[Beware, the milky sap can
cause skin irritation.]
SUMMER: Phormium (p.9899). The Maori, who are tribal
people from New Zealand, use
this plant extensively. Hence
the common name is New
Zealand Flax. They use it to
make fishing nets and fishing
baskets. They use the pollen
for make-up, and make river
rafts from its spent flower
stalks.

This evergreen perennial is
somewhat tender in our USDA
hardiness zone, but is
unsurpassed as an architectural
plant. There are a few cultivars
that do better in Oregon. She
mentions "Sundowner," and
"Apricot Queen," both 5'-6'
specimens. She cautions us to
plant all phormiums in a
protected area, and be
prepared to coddle them
through winters below
20 degrees F.
FALL: Golden hops. (p.
190-191) "A well-grown
golden hops is a vine so
full of movement it looks
like a frozen waterfall of
tumbling sunlit leaves. On
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Carbon Dioxide levels Predict Big Change

I

n a 12-year experiment, pine trees grown in
air one-and-a-half times richer in carbon
dioxide than today's levels produced twice as
many seeds of at least as good a quality (and
often better) as those growing under normal conditions.
Loblolly trees growing under elevated
carbon dioxide levels emitted from towers

Carbon dioxide readings that high are expected
everywhere by mid-century. The findings suggest
some woody tree species could, in the future, out
-compete grasses and other herbaceous plants
that scientists had previously found can also
produce more seeds under high-CO2, but their
seeds are of inferior quality.
The experiment at Duke University measured
only pine tree growth and seed production, and
will now move on to other species. The significance of this result is that each species will
probably react to higher co2 differently, and
those producing more seeds and more viable
seeds will probably begin to dominate. If the
growth rate is also increased, particularly for
trees, that would also will help them shade out
other plants and become predominant species.

(Duke University, August 2018)

Plant This!

Book Review, Cont’d.

the other hand, a poorly grown
one is just a mundane drizzle
on a gray day." More sun and
more water brings on success growing golden hops.
You may want to think of
mixing it in with blue Clematis
winding up the trunk of a
purple-leaf grape or other
"purple" candidates. This
produces a striking fall combination. The particular type
she's talking about is humulus
lupulus "Aureus." This is not as
predatory as others.
WINTER: Garrya (p. 140141) "Seen in its glory, Northwest native silk tassel bush
makes me want to break out

into song." Levine goes on to
sing praises for this shrub's
versatility. This broad leaf
evergreen "combines texture,
elegance....It really doesn't
have a bad season."
She describes the Garrya's
long, flowering strands as
resembling tiny teacups stacked
upside down. Some are thumbnail wide and sometimes longer
than a foot. A foot seems
extreme to me, but she adds
the cultivars of garrya elliptica:
"Evie," and "James Roof"
produce the longer tassels.
She suggests shopping for
these plants in the winter when
they are in bloom.

I love the index of this
book. It's seven pages long
and cross-references the
botanical name and common
name.
All in all, as a plant profile
book, this is a good example
in the Master Gardeners
Library’s “Red Dot Society.”
Those red dots you see on the
books' spines designate books
with a Northwest interest. This
book is shelved under
“General Gardening.”

Beth Durr

The GRAPEVINE

5-2019

Yamhill County Master Gardeners

YCMGA Board Meeting Minutes
The President called the meeting
to order at 10:02 am, on 3/13/19
IN ATTENDANCE:
Linda Mason
Cathy Burdett
Gail Price
Carol Parks

Sue Nesbitt
Donn Callaham
Polly Blum
Terry Hart
Susanne Beukema
Rita Canales
Linda Coakley

Secretary’s notes for December: Susanne motioned approval, Carol seconded, all voted in favor.
Treasurer’s Report: Reports have been sent out.
There are presently 153 attendees for “Spring into
Gardening”, though that includes sponsors, volunteers, and all others. 60 of these are Master Gardeners. There are 86 Master Gardeners who have renewed their membership for 2019.
Announcements/Correspondence: There were no
announcements, and no one has communicated with
us at all.
Education/Outreach Committee: The big news is
the list of new classes at the Community Garden.
They will be listed and described again in the
Grapevine and on our website.
McMinnville Community Garden: Seasonal orientation for the garden was on March 30th, and attendance was full. A representative of the Oregon Food
Bank spoke, and a representative from MV Advancements (formerly Mid-Valley Workshop). They brought
a busload of clients. On April 6th the Garden officially
opened, with new rules planned. (See February
notes for details and reasons). Re: the water supply,
a well-driller inspected the well, and found that the
well itself is functional. However, the pump should be
replaced by a smaller model, as the current pump is
oversized for the well output. However, planting from
now on will still emphasize water-efficient plants.
OMGA representatives: Sue Nesbitt reported that
the leadership forum last time was supposed to be
themed “Diversity.” However, the concept of
“cultural agility” was the focus instead. Cultural agility is perhaps described as the feeling by individuals
that “everyone knows but me.” (Sorry—that’s the
best anyone could come up with for a definition).
The OMGA survey results are in:
55 surveys out of 88 were completed.
Of those surveyed:
50% have had a leadership (not defined) role.
83% had no idea what the Karl Karlson award
is, and what it is for.
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73% had no idea what the “Search for
Excellence” award is for nor why one
applies for it, and how one applies.
People stated that the primary purpose of
OMGA is to help educate the public,
and support the county chapters.
The value of Mini-college was rated at 3.5
(out of 5).
50% of members have taken one or more
webinars.
The conclusion was that OMGA does a poor job of
communicating with chapters. Many Master Gardeners get their information via email, but that goes only
to a select few. The newsletter (Gardeners' s Pen) is
not read by many. Communication by the representatives is critical.
Extension Educator Grants need to be clarified.
They are used for a project which is written up by a
Master Gardener, but the Extension Agent must want
it also and it must relate to the goal of Public Education. OMGA budgeted $4,000 for it with a maximum
of $500 each chapter. These are the projects awarded last year: new demo. garden features; soil and
water testing kits; the bee project; a laptop; seed
money for building an outdoor classroom; texts and
references for a juvenile correction facility. Interestingly, there are more applications from Yamhill
county MG’s than from any other Oregon county.
Web & Publicity: Since all SIG work has been
completed, focus is now on the Plant Sale. The new
website is under construction with the first prototype
due to be produced before the Plant Sale. The list of
Master Gardeners on the website will be completely
updated: Tom will remove all dead and inactive
members. He claimed to have checked with all the
“old-timers” on this, which made him an object of
some lighthearted hostility. He tried in vain to word
this more delicately, but on the whole he failed to
successfully ingratiate himself.
Seed to Supper: Classes began last week, with 22
people signed up for classes in English, though as yet
the classes in Spanish are unworkably small. Three
more classes will begin next week; for now the Sheridan class is postponed until there is higher enrollment. Hope is to have about 60 students, and to be
fully organized and displaying improved recruitment
by fall. As YCAP is no longer the major sponsor,
Church on the Hill was suggested. Gene would like to
have Agent Heather be the backbone of the project.
There is no word yet from her on that “offer.”
Mentoring Committee: The focus now is on the MG
students working on the MG desk; the students
should be building a display for the Plant Sale. Sign-
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ups for working the desk for the rest of this year are
open, with everyone being invited to do so on a
Monkey survey. In time the committee will take the
survey answers and make a schedule.
Scholarship Committee: Sue Nesbitt will be picking
up finished applications, with a deadline of the last Friday in April.
SIG review: SIG is now in the past tense: results will
be publicized next month. To date 153 people were
signed up, including the paid ones, though it could rise
to 200. Gene was in charge of opening the Community Center, which he believed was the first thing on his
“to-do” list. However, he seemed to have misplaced
the list, so several people said they would remind him,
as long as someone reminded them. Carol and Becky
will be chairs for SIG in 2020.
Plant Sale Committee/Perennial Propagation:
The tension is rising in this group, as they doggedly
try to get everything ready and organized. Plugs have
been received and transplanted. There has been
excellent turnout by the new class. The unusually cold
weather is a concern for finishing plants to size, but
Patti has fertilized and will continue to do so every
other week until the sale.
Policies and Procedures: Things are going relatively well, though the group is hesitant about
being enthusiastic. Some committee chairs and
officers have submitted complete information,
while some have submitted nothing. Tom is
contacting the holdouts individually, and trying
to solve various personal problems with various
folk, such as not being willing to use any passwords, and accessing on various computers. All
is slowly being installed in “Box.” Tom is still
requesting the help of 2 persons in obtaining
and organizing the information.

overall operation of the gardens (scheduling, procurement, irrigation, etc.) Go to the Marion County website for excellent ideas on how to organize a garden,
and reading the YCMGA job description on our website
could do wonders answering questions about the
responsibilities of this position.
New Business:
#1) A request was received from Cascade Steel to
have MG’s “oversee” the planning and construction of
a new entry for the mill, featuring native plants. The
promise was made that MG’s would not be expected to
do any actual physical work, but still there was not
enough information on the project to make a decision.
Rita will contact the mill personnel and get more details about the project.
#2) The National 4H Conference wants YCMGA to
donate money and become a sponsor of the organization. There was some discussion and the informal
approximate consensus was that we do not want to
contribute to the whole state organization, but would
probably be willing to help finance a Yamhill County
student attending the conference. Carol will discuss
the viability of this option with Mike Knutz, our county
4H coordinator.
#3) Polly firmly wants to desist from being the
“Sunshine Lady,” but happily Polly volunteered to take
that over as soon as she is retired from Hospitality.
#4) A few people from propagation have gone to the
NWREC twice to help with cuttings and
“upshifting.” (“Upshifting” is a term used by the
horticultural professionals to mean “transplanting into
a larger container”). There will be a third opportunity,
timing to be arranged.
Adjournment was motioned by Rita, and within
several brief seconds Rita struck her hammer on the
table and declared the meeting ended at 12:04pm.

Reorganization of Fairground Demonstration
Gardens: A new leader is still needed! To reiterate:
the leader(s) would not have to do the planning nor
physical work, but rather would be in charge of the

Editor’s Notice:
The Secretary’s notes in the Grapevine are edited for brevity, space, and
timeliness of contents.
been removed.
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References to events that have already occurred have

If you want to see the unexpurgated notes, contact the

Secretary (who is also the Grapevine editor) at m42oneb@gmail.com to have a
copy of the original complete notes emailed to you personally.

Yamhill County Extension

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/yamhill

2050 NE Lafayette Avenue
McMinnville, OR 97128-9333
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