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Important Reminders...
MARCH 2: Yamhill Soil & Water Conservation District native plant sale begins Thursday
March 2nd, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Heritage Center on Highway 18. Also held March 3rd (same hours)
and March 4th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Get there early on Thursday for best selection!
MARCH 11: Spring Into Gardening! Begins Saturday at 8:45 a.m., doors open at 8:00 a.m.
Ends at 4:00 p.m., held in the McMinnville Community Center. If you haven’t registered yet do so
now to get the classes you want. Enrollment will be capped at 200—don’t waste time!
CHECK OUT THE “SPRING INTO GARDENING” POSTER IN THIS ISSUE!

KEEP IN MIND that every morning and every afternoon class in the 2017 series for OSU
Master Gardener trainees is good for educational credits for certified Master Gardeners as well.
And, remember that every class at “Spring into Gardening” is also good for the number of educational hours of the class.
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How YOU can personally
help save them...
Saturday, March 4, 2017
Linn County Fairgrounds
and Expo Center, Albany, OR
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
(Attendance Desk opens at
8:00 am)
$30 registration fee includes
snacks/coffee
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn/
beevent-pollinator-conference

How entomologists pass away...
www.facebook.com/yamhillcountymastergardeners
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At the Banquet...
Allan and Polly

Ruth R. and Peter S.

“Lunch & Learn: Beetle Banks

W

e had a great turnout interested in
learning about beetle banks.
Our speaker, Michael O’Loughlin, was informative and entertaining: he showed us
that beetles and beetle banks are fascinating.

Beetle banks are raised ridges populated with
bunch grasses and other native shrubs. They
are installed in the center of a field, encouraging all types of beneficial beetles to live
there.
Michael brought an amazing beetle bank
display (see photo
at right) and 2
large standing
posters showing
the benefits of
having beetle
banks:
“Beneficial Insects
& Their Prey” and
“Predatory Beetles”. Michael is
doing citizen
science experiments with beetle

banks on his farm’s grass seed field,
planning to build a bank in late
spring.
We hope he will keep us up-to-date
on his results because the members
of this audience are now firm
supporters of the value of
beetle banks.

Nancy Woodworth
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Yamhill County Master Gardener Calendar
March, 2017
2

Yamhill Soil & water Conservation District native plant sale. Open 9—6 at
Heritage Center on Highway 18 in McMinnville.
Weeds (Heather Stoven, OSU Extension), 9:00 am to noon

Insects Class (Bob Grossman, M G entomologist) 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

3

Yamhill Soil & water Conservation District native plant sale. Open 9—6 at
Heritage Center on Highway 18 in McMinnville.
OMGA Leadership Conference (for all M GA board members), Salem, OR.
Beginning at 1:00 pm

4

Yamhill Soil & water Conservation District native plant sale. Open 9—3
BEEVENT! Linn County Fairgrounds, Albany, OR. 9 -5 pm. Refer to Jade (for
poster copy) or call 541.967.3871 for more details.

8

YCMGA Board Meeting, Lunch, Lecture. Board meeting at 10:00 a.m. to
11:45, then lunch & lecture begin at 12:00 pm. Lecture ends at 1:00 sharp.
Includes lunch, lecture, and Q. an A. by Heather Stoven

9

Soils (Linda Brew er, OSU Dept. of Horticulture) 9:00 am to noon
Pesticides & Pesticide Safety Class (Online only, your home computer)

11

YCMGA “Spring into Gardening” event M ac Community Center, all day

16

Sustainable Gardening Class (Online only, computer)
Learning exam & clinic/desk training 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm.

19

Community Garden Opening & first Work Day, 9 to noon, at the garden

23

Vertebrate Management (Chip Bubl, Extension) 9:00 am to noon
Organic Vegetable Gardening (W eston M iller, OSU Extension)

April, 2017
12

YCMGA Board Meeting. Board meeting at 10:00 a.m. to noon, then lunch, &
lecture begins at 12:30 pm, ends between 1:30 and 2:00 pm.

Most Saturdays: OSU Gardening Radio program " To the Root of It" , 9:00 a.m., on
radio station KLYC 1260 AM with Kyle Hunter and Sharon Dietrichson
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TRADE SHOW with 78 vendors.....TOURS! and more TOURS just added.....48 SPEAKERS

YCMGA Students at
Plant I.D. Class...
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And more Students at
Plant I.D. Class...

“Biodiversity & the Home Garden”
Even small gardens can play a crucial ecological role.
Eileen Stark, author of Real Gardeners Grow Natives
explains how to create a beautiful space at home.
Thursday, March 23, 2017
Programs start at 7:00 pm, social time at 6:45.
Carnegie Room, McMinnville Public Library
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Chaucer’s Spring
“When in April the sweet showers fall. That pierce March’s drought to the root and all And
bathed every vein in magic liquid that has power To generate therein and sire the flower;
.....” (translated from Middle-English, 14th Century)

I

n Geoffrey Chaucer’s prologue to “The Canterbury
Tales”, he used March and April
as a harbinger of things to
come, and as an opening to the
awakening of seeds, trees and
other living things after a long
winter. The United Kingdom’s
weather is very similar to our
own. In Oregon’s case, however, it's been a much more

dreary and wet winter compared to their climate!
Plants have begun to come
alive and insects also have
started to awaken in March. The
carpenter ants and other social
insects are already active and
their scouts are searching for
food to nourish the colony. New
life has also begun in their

nests. Queen ants are laying
eggs that will become swarming
males and females in a short
time. These will then find new
environs and begin their own
colonies. Many times these new
reproductives find their way
into our homes and become serious pests.
Overwintering eggs of certain
moths and other insects are also beginning to hatch as their
food supply
becomes available. An early
spring might
give a greater
opportunity for
newly hatched
immatures to
survive. In pest
species this
could mean a
greater outbreak that we
humans will
have to deal with.

Boxelder bugs are active now,
mating and laying eggs that will
produce a new generation of
these unwelcome guests that
cover the south sides of our
houses in the fall of the year.
The future is not all bleak, however! Butterflies that grace our
gardens are beginning to devel-

op in the pupae in which they
spent the winter, hibernating
beneficial beetles are throwing
off the sleep of winter and are
becoming more active to assist
us in keeping pests out of our
gardens. Nature, in general, is
telling us it is getting ready for
another active summer of
growth, reproduction and survival.
It is always interesting to see
which insects are the dominant
ones of the year. We get a pretty good idea of what species the
spring weather has stimulated
to develop in large numbers, by
which insects are brought into
the MG office by clients, and are
examined by the Insect Committee.
Geoffrey Chaucer, in 14th century England, was a good observer who saw the magical
power of the change in weather
that stimulates the awakening
of life in the spring. He left
quite a legacy with his stories!
Have a wonderful gardening
year!

Bob Grossman
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Roundup-resistant Grass Escapes

I

n 2003, Scotts began field
trials on a new geneticallyengineered creeping bentgrass
which would not be affected by
“Roundup” herbicide.

Now, many are concerned that
a 10-year agreement between
Scotts and the USDA’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service will allow the company in a
few years to essentially walk
away from any responsibility for
controlling the plant.
10-year agreement
The agreement requires Scotts
to continue to survey for and
try to eradicate the bentgrass in
2016. In 2017 and 2018, the
company will provide technical
assistance to affected farmers
and irrigation districts and provide incentives for the adoption
of best management practices
to control the grass.

Sample of creeping bentgrass
Meant for use on golf courses, it
escaped from the field trials
and took root in Idaho and Malheur and Jefferson counties.
Landowners worry it will ultimately take over the countryside, clog irrigation ditches and
affect agricultural exports. If
traces of it end up in alfalfa hay
or other crops, they can be rejected by overseas customers
that don’t accept GMO crops.
In the early years after the
grass was first discovered in
Malheur County, it was abundant and there were blankets of
it in some places. However, the
contractor hired by Scotts to
control it did kill most of it. But
this GMO grass is very difficult
to eradicate because of its resistance to herbicide.

After that (through year 10),
Scotts will only analyze the situation, educate growers and provide technical assistance.
Class “A” noxious weed
Because of the plant’s impact
on irrigation ditches and its possible impact on sale of crops,
Malheur County declared the

plant a “Class A” noxious weed
in 2016, which means it’s mandatory for anyone who finds it
on their property to control it.
Scotts has agreed never to sell
or distribute the grass variety
and USDA has documented that
all of the commercial grade
seed stock has been destroyed,
although Scotts was allowed to
keep research-grade materials.
At the same time, Scotts has
petitioned USDA to deregulate
the genetically engineered
grass, a move that some suspect is intended to allow the
company to wash its hands of
the issue.
State’s position
In a Feb. 17 letter to Scotts officials, Oregon Department of Agriculture Director Katy Coba
said that according to the
agreement, “after three years
all responsibility for glyphosatetolerant creeping bentgrass
management, including financial, will fall on growers, irrigation managers and other affected parties whereas Scotts
will only be responsible
for maintaining a website.”

Donn Callaham
For more details and updates on
this subject, use hyperlinks:
http://www.newsweek.com/usda-agrees-notregulate-gmo-grass-loose-oregon-550942

Malheur County farmer points out
escaped GMO bentgrass

http://www.capitalpress.com/
Oregon/20160623/farmers-worry-who-willcontrol-escaped-genetically-engineeredbentgrass
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European star ling

Stur nus vuigaris

T

here are a number of
stories how starlings
were introduced to North America, but they all seem to agree
on two things: some people in
New York wanted to have these
Old-World birds to remind them
of home, and it happened in
1890. The starlings thrived (as
we all know) and had arrived on
the West Coast of the U.S. by
1942. Now they are a prolific
invader on almost every continent. The number of birds involved in covering a continent is
made even more remarkable by
the fact that 90% of starlings
never go more than half a mile
from their nests.
They are adaptable, tough, and
intelligent. And very persistent.
Once a bird or flock has picked
a location for a nest or a feeding ground, they will not give it
up. A pair will return to the
same
nest
site
every
year,
and if
the
site
is
blocked the birds will tear out
siding, plywood, and planks on
a house to get to it. Flocks are
anywhere from about 100 birds,
to tens of thousands. And
again, when they have found a
good feeding site they are al-

Starlings carry
and distribute 32
different parasites
and diseases.

most impossible to remove unless they are killed. Hazing of
any kind works for only a while.
Starling lifespan is two to three
years, but they have lived in
captivity up to 20 years. They
also are prolific: each female
broods two batches of about six
eggs per year, each of which
hatches in only twelve days. In
fact, scientists estimate that
there are more individual starlings than of any other bird
known. This is partly because
they are very aggressive and
opportunistic, gradually replacing owls, ducks, and songbirds
in their habitat. Primarily they
take up nesting space (cavities
and birdhouses) for other birds,
but they also will invade the
nests of other birds, eating the
eggs or the young and then bullying out the adults. Unfortunately, the desirable Western
bluebird and sapsuckers are
some of their most common
victims. Since the starling diet
consists of invertebrates,
grains, plants, and fruit they
compete with native birds for
food as well.

Another problem with starlings
is commercial losses: they can
devastate many crops raised by
humans, such as grapes, cherries, ripe fruits, berries, grain,
and corn. Anywhere that grain
is stored or distributed (such as
feedlots and grain handling facilities) large flocks will reside;

in feedlots the birds can consume 15 to 20 tons of grain
daily, while spreading disease in
the feedlots at the same time.
Being a hazard to aircraft is another problem: between 1990
and 2001, there were 852 recorded starling strikes on aircraft
(in just the United States) by

flocks of starlings. Fortunately,
most of the airplane strikes result in mechanical damage to
the plane but not a crash,
though in Boston in 1960 starlings did cause an airliner to
crash, killing all 62 people on
board. And, because of the
massive flocks, starling feces
actually can cause severe rust
in industrial structures
(warehouses, bridges, factories)
where they roost.
In spite of all that, the most destructive consequence of starlings is disease transmission.
They almost always have
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take their toll, people poison them by
the tens of thousands. A shortage
of available nesting
places may also be
a factor. Hazing
does not discourage
these birds, and the
poisons used by
humans also kill
any other birds that
consume it, and
Starling winter coloration
predators which
parasites: lice, mites, ticks,
feed on poisoned animals.
flatworms and roundworms.
Humans are infected mostly
They carry an astounding
by breathing dust from feces
number of diseases which are
in abandoned nests and roostefficiently spread to humans,
ing sites, even sites that have
wild birds, domestic fowl, livebeen abandoned for 10 years
stock, and even dogs and
or more. So here’s what to do
cats. In 1978 starlings spread
when dealing with nests.
gastroenteritis in hogs, killing
Completely saturate the
10,000 hogs in one month in
site with water until the
Iowa. In addition to the paraarea is soaked.
sites, these birds carry:
Spray the entire area and
8 major bacterial diseases
surrounding surfaces
affecting all domestic animals
with disinfectant.
7 types of viral encephalitis
Wear rubber gloves, and
plus meningitis and West Nile
airtight clothing.
virus
Wear respirator and hat.
6 fungal diseases, including histoplasmosis
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Slide the debris gently into
a container.
Never use a vacuum
cleaner on the site.
And for prevention, do your
best to limit human-controlled
food sources.

Donn Callaham
How to identify starlings...

 Starlings are chunky and
blackbird-sized, but with short
tails and long, slender beaks.
In flight their wings are short
and pointed, making them look
rather like small, four-pointed
stars (and giving them their
name).
 At a distance, starlings look
black. In summer they are
purplish-green iridescent with
yellow beaks; in fresh winter
plumage they are brown, covered in brilliant white spots.

Starling murmuration (flocking behavior)

4 types of protozoan
infections fatal to vertebrates, including toxoplasmosis
Chlamydiosis and “Q
fever” transmitted by
ticks
What keeps starlings in
check at all? No one really knows. Cold and wet
weather, and extremely
hot weather, kill eggs
and chicks. Squirrels enjoy the eggs, parasites
For video go to:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOGCSBh3kmM
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Local 2016 OSU Master Gardener Graduates
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Heather’s
Highlights

A

s many of you are aware, our recertification standards have changed with the
adoption of the national standards by the Oregon Master Gardener Program. In response to
those who have questions about how the new
standards work and how they fit into their volunteer activities I will be explaining the new
standards and answering questions after the
YCMGA board meeting on March 8th. We will
begin with a provided lunch at 11:30 and the
presentation will start at noon and end by 1pm.

Pesky Profiles
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There will be plenty of time for questions for
those who have them. An hour of continuing
education time will be given for those in attendance.
There are many other opportunities for continuing education this month with MG training continuing until March 23rd and Spring into Gardening happening on March 11th. Be sure to take
advantage of these opportunities as you need 10
continuing education hours before Oct 31st!
The recertification requirements are now a total
of 30 hours:
10 Continuing Education Hours
10 Direct/Indirect Volunteer Service Hours
10 Support Volunteer Service Hours
Come learn more about how the new
system works on March 8th!

By Heather Stoven

“The Devil in Disguise”

D

uring March you may see the beautiful
yellow daisy-like flowers from the lesser
celandine (Ranunculus ficaria) in your yard or
other natural areas. Do not be fooled by its
beauty! It is actually quite invasive and can
take over areas quite quickly. It spreads by
seed, plant parts or tubers and can be hard to
eliminate once present. The tubers are called
turions and they are shaped like sweet potato
tubers.
Tillage or disturbance of these tubers can
spread them throughout the landscape, creating
a difficult management situation. Some herbicides can be used in the spring, however physical removal of the turions, when possible, is the
best solution. This next month is a good time
to keep your eyes open for the glossy heartshaped leaves and yellow sunshiny flowers: if you see it on your property be sure
to remove it before it spreads widely.

Ranunculus ficaria (lesser celandine }

https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/shared/Documents/PublicationsWeeds/LesserCelandineProfile .pdf
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Community Garden Active
tures from Bailey Nurseries.
Cutting, bending and welding of 100 tomato
cages made of 3/8” rebar should begin shortly.
Michael Crain is the chief designer and welder.
Lowe’s is donating rebar.
The new garden banner has been designed by
Marcia Sherry and will be put up for our
orientation on Saturday, March 18th. Thanks to
the YCMGA for providing the funds.
New garden entrance with new planters

A

s spring slowly approaches, activity at
the garden increases and for whatever
reason, we get more done than we had ever
hoped for and/or planned for. This winter, we
are finishing, or working on, the following
projects that will greatly enhance the gardening
experience and ensure the future of the garden.
Front entrance planter boxes are finished and
in place, thanks to Tom Canales.
Greenhouse lighting w ill be complete,
thanks to the donation of 20 – 4’ lighting fix-

We are signing up the returning gardeners and
new gardeners as well.
Every year we lose a few
gardeners but always
gain more than we lose.
We have a few new gardeners from the “Seeds
to Supper” program.

Our 5 ½ beds of garlic
have survived the winter
and are looking
really good.

Alan Wenner

Michael Cain & prototype
tomato cage

Special Presentation For Recertifying Master Gardeners
Lecture, discussion, Q-and-A on
Master Gardener Statewide Standards
and Using the New VRS categories
By Heather Stoven
Wednesday, March 08, 2017
Board Meeting at 10:00, lunch at 11:45,
then “Learn” at 12:00 p.m.

Free Lunch, Free Educational Credits!
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Plant Sale Getting Close

T

he Plant Sale is the 29th
of April in the Leslie
Lewis Pavilion at the Yamhill
County Fairgrounds from 9 am
until 3 pm, and on the following
day at the Weiser Pavilion from
11:00 am until 2:00 pm. To
say the least, we need your
Help!
The Sign-up book is in the MG
office and you have plenty of
opportunities
to volunteer
from
now
until
the
plant
sale.
I know it must be daunting at
first, but there should be an index. For day of sale volunteer
opportunities please see tabs
10-17. For other volunteer opportunities please see the index. Please use pencil! I know
we all mean well but these are
the minimum number of positions that need to be filled for
the plant sale and if you use ink
and change your mind then I
have to use white-out!

To say the
least, WE
NEED YOUR
HELP!

The shifts normally run for two
hours and I would recommend
you spend at least one of them
at the plant tables, whether it
would be annuals, vegetables,
and/or perennials. Do not worry: there will be Table Captains
available to explain what needs
to be done and answer your
questions. We will need lots of
help so please consider volunteering.

The MG greenhouse is active
seeding annuals and vegetables
in preparation for the sale and
could use your help. We meet
every Tuesday between now
and the sale from 9 am until we
are done, normally by 11 am,
at the YCMGA Greenhouse located at the Yamhill County
Fairgrounds.
Also the propagation committee is meeting on Tuesdays at
the YCMGA Greenhouse to
groom perennials for our sale
and placing tags once we get
into early April. If you are interested in joining the propagation group please contact Patti
Gregory at agregory43@outlook.com.
If you have plants in your yard
that are non-invasive and would
like to donate them to the plant
sale we would love to have
them. NOW would be the perfect time to get them divided
and transplanted.
If you need some pots please
contact me and we can see
what is available at the greenhouse. Once you have your
pots planted
and watered in
you will need
to take care of
them at home
until the week
of the sale.
The plants
should do well
outside as they
will need little
to no watering,
unless the
weather turns

cold again. Your plants should
be labeled; if you have more
than 10 plants of the same type
please contact Rita Canales at
reetcan@gmail.com for preprinted plant labels.
Please provide the following
information:
Name of Plant, Genus, spe
cies, and cultivar (Note:
Many plants do not have
a cultivar as they may be
generic or the parent of
cultivars) . Genus and
species are the first and
last name of the plant.
Color of the flower
Height of the plant
Spread of the plant
Sun or shade requirement
Any other information that
would help sell the plant.
If you have any questions
please ask your mentor and if
you still have questions feel
free to contact me directly:

Linda Coakley
Plant Sale Co-chair
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Lindadcoak
ley@comcast.net

The Old Farmer’s
Almanac
By Robert B. Thomas
2016 Yankee Publishing

L

ong ago people relied on
the weather and planting information in the various
almanacs. Centuries later this
information can still be relevant to gardeners and farmers. Thanks to modernization
in 1991, the Farmer's Almanac
became regionalized. In 1996,
Almanac.com was created. By
2010, they joined Facebook,
Twitter, Pinterest and Instagram. It remains the oldest
continuously published periodical in North America.
Predicting the weather can be
controversial. If they can't get
it right 2 days ahead of
time, how can they do it a
year ahead of time? Personally, I don't understand
their secret, but read on
p.218 that for centuries
they have had an average
80% accuracy, based on
temperature and precipitation.
However, sometimes the
almanac is not nearly as
accurate. Last winter's
forecast was unusual for
the West, by misinterpreting El Nino! It was at
55.6% accuracy. They admit they didn't think El Nino
would be as strong as it
was. On the other hand,
the year before (2014-

2015), the prediction came out
at 96.3%, based on temperature and precipitation, not actual dates. Still, 80% average
accuracy for many, many years
is quite excellent. The Northwest forecasts for the past December and January was really
not all that off base!

Another major factor of the Almanac is the Calendar. This 2page-per-month item entails a
lot of details and just plain fun
information. The left page
deals mainly with celestial data
with daily sun and moon rise
and set times, the length of
the day, high tide and plane-

tary whereabouts. The rightsided page denotes daily civil
and religious holidays, astrological events and frankly
corny proverbs, poems and
adages.
Usually the Almanac has a
good-sized gardening section
with up-to-date articles. This
year's section (p.32-64) includes: "Call in the Pollinators" (great basic information), "Harvest a Helping of
History," (good explanation of
heirloom varieties), "Dry Farm
for Tasty Tomatoes” (watersaving tomato tips), and "Sow
Good" (seed-saving tips).
It's interesting to note the
following "Gardening Trends"
listed on p.11: Drought–
tolerant fescue grasses that
require less mowing; mite
and disease-resistant
"superbees;” Cocker Spaniels
trained to sniff out invasive
weeds; bio-engineering to
include plants that glow with
DNA from jelly-fish or fireflies.
The astronomy section is not
as large as the gardening
section (18 pages). August
21st this year will provide us
with a total solar eclipse.

Quick & Fun way to prune Pampas Grass

(Cont’d. page 18)
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YCMGA Board Meeting Minutes
for February 08, 2017
First Item w as disapproval of secretary’s minutes from last year. Gene had wanted some words removed
but the Secretary had not received the message: the words have now been removed and notes from December
2016 are done. An unscheduled visit from Jade let us know that Jade was representing Heather. There would
be training for VRS (determining categories) after the March 08 board meeting plus VRS training for trainees on
March 16th. Veterans are invited to either or neither. The training will count for 1 hour of educational credit.
President-elects’ Report: Rita had nothing to report. The other P resident -elect had left the room, to reappear later.
Announcements: Tonia Beebe w as w elcomed as the new M ember -at-Large (for which she had volunteered).
Education/Outreach Committee: Rita listed upcoming events already planned: a possible talk re:
herbs; Heather re: trees at Linfield; Newberg’s xeriscape gardens. Details will always be on the web site and in
the Grapevine. Wilco will no longer have “potting days” so something else may be arranged. The issue of
whether or not to use online sign-up is back on the table because of new information not available at the December/January meeting. Also, supply boxes for clinics will be organized more tightly this year. There will be 3
boxes with inventory lists which Rita will check weekly, and people using the boxes will be signing them out.
Community Garden: On the 19th there will be a garden orientation in the morning, and on March 25 th the
garden officially opens. Linfield students will begin helping in April, and Alan has been moving potting soil. All
is going well.
OMGA Reps.: There w ill be a leadership conference in Salem, on M arch 3 rd, beginning at 1:00 p.m. for
MGA board members in Oregon, to instruct MG officers how to do their jobs. There will also be an OMGA board
meeting the next day.
Web/Publicity: Everything is going quite w ell on the w eb. I n trying to address poor design and
function of member lists it was hoped that there could be just one list instead of the current two. One is an office list and the other on the web, but they both have errors in addresses and other information, they do not
match each other, and neither can be depended upon. However, combining the 2 lists into one updated correct
list will not be allowed. Now the only way to verify accuracy is for someone to manually check every name, address, email, etc. one by one, regularly. Jade is already busy enough; who might do that is an unknown. Tom
would also like to add the following categories to each listing: current certification status, whether or not dues
have been paid, graduation date, and hours earned to date. However, only if there is a solution to the dysfunctional lists could these be added.
MG signup Processes: Re: digital signup for office and other clinics: “Sign-up.com” limits the choices of
hours people can pick. Now it is set up for 2-hour shifts, but can be changed to one-hour shifts. If we go with
online signup the old physical signup book could no longer be used. Jade will talk with Ruth Estrada, who was
“Desk Captain” last year. Rita motioned that all clinic signups be online, 6 board members condoned her
thought, and it became law. Plant sale signups will be book only for this year, and are available now.

Publicity: Everything is ready for plant sale publicity, except for the installation of posters across
the county. The plant sale details will be on the YCMGA website next week.
Spring into Gardening: Everything is in place. Becky Karver gallantly volunteered to be a backup
person to handle the raffle/door prize job because Sharon may not be able to do it as she had planned. The signup sheets for SIG now need to have all volunteer slots filled; for this year the signup will still be in a paper
book. We need only 129 more applicants to fill the quota of attendees. Tom has contacted and given promotional information to all local newspapers, radio stations, and tv stations. He has even been interviewed by the
News-Register staff for a possible article!
Seed-to-Supper: Spring classes are in the planning stage. Hosts for now w ill be the Church on the
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Hill, a Newberg housing unit, and St. Michael’s Episcopal church. The program will commence on April 8th, making a conflict with the plant sale and some clinics. Spanish-speaking instructors are still needed.
Mentoring: M entoring seems to be going as planned. Note that though the last class is now on
March 23rd, the potluck will still be as scheduled on March 16th.
Plant Sale Committee: The group met today before the board meeting. They decided to keep current signage, and apply an adhesive correction sticker, at the bottom of the poster, to show current dates. Next
year the sale will have to be pushed to the first week of May because of prior scheduling by the Fair Board—no
choice for YCMGA. That should be permanent, but must be entered in the fairgrounds calendar every year by a
Master Gardener, as it is no longer done by fairgrounds personnel.

Greenhouse Committee: Y esterday seeds w ere started, and now it is up to the (mercurial) w eather.
Work will be done every Tuesday beginning at 9:00 a.m. The order of plugs will be picked up March 6 th, so the
“Big Transplant” will happen March 7th. HELP IS DEFINITELY NEEDED FOR THE BIG TRANSPLANT.
IMG Convention: Apryl stated that she has an excellent idea for creation of the competitive bicycle
art display, but she covets her idea and refuses to divulge any details. “Someone’s husband” (not a Master Gardener) will be drafted to work on it, but anyone who wants to help is welcome to do so. There are quite a few
requirements to meet, and Nancy asked if plastic flowers could be used. The uproarious response made the answer to that quite plain. There will not be the hoped-for 1-day registration option for attending the convention
for a surprising reason: in the past attendees have used the 1-day passes to cheat and use them for all 3 days.
Countering that problem would require more labor than is available or practical.

Camellia Festival: This w ill be held on April 8 th, a Saturday, in Newberg. Sue Nesbitt really encourages
people to attend: she says it will be very loud, colorful, and feature lots of performing kids. The high school will
also be selling camellia bushes, and Sue will woman the MG table (so she needs no help there).
Scholarships: Sue is the w oman on this as w ell. She has already put the promotional information on
the web and visited all the local high schools. She even found a small private school consisting of mostly 4H
members. In order to receive a scholarship, a student must be enrolled in college full-time. The scholarship will
be put on hold temporarily for part-time students.
Newberg Farmers’ Market: Ruth Rogers w as here to fill us in on that: essentially, nothing much is
happening. There could possibly be an MG booth there, but only on certain dates. (The “all-or-nothing” restriction was erased). Location will be the same downtown location as last year, but attendance (vendors and
shoppers both) has always been very minimal.
Incorporation update: W e have not yet received a reply from the state re: changing Y CM GA status.
Not surprising, but we are waiting for a reply to be able to continue the process. The free nursery maps will arrive in mid-March (too late for SIG) but should be useful to have available for customers at the plant sale.
Education hours credit form: A sample of a completed form (created by Gene and Rita) w as passed
around, and explained. The purpose of the form is to meet the new requirements to identify every educational
project and what kind of education each part of each project provides. It will have to be filled out by the MG
who will be teaching, at least one week in advance of every lesson, and approved by Heather before any learning happens. There was a long discussion of: how it might work; how it needed to be filled out; why it is required; the added work for “instructors;” and how to clarify the type of educational credits for each part of each
activity each time an MG might be learning something. (Sadly, just the complexity of that sentence is significant). Use will begin now, and people will understand it over time.
Winding up: Someone plaintively asked, “Are we done now?” But we weren’t. Tonia asked if committee
times could be coordinated among committees: the answer was “no, days & times change.” Linda suggested we adjourn, Rita rapidly seconded that, and the whole thing came to an end at 11:47 a.m.

Donn Callaham, Secretary, February 8th, 2017
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We will get another one in seven years (April 8, 2024) instead of having to wait the
usual 38 years!
Page 248 tells us, "According
to this age-old practice, cycles
of the moon affect plant
growth." This is the premise of
planting by the moon's
phase. The idea is to plant
flowers and vegetables that
bear crops above ground during the light (or waxing) of the
moon). Plant flowering annual,
biennial and perennial flowers,
bulbs, and vegetables that
bear crops below ground during the dark (or waning) of the
moon (between Full Moon and
New Moon).
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There are far too many articles
that are featured this year to
mention all of them. A few
would include a history of beer
making; fishing stories; a
study of mangroves, etc. Bird
watchers will love p.243. Dog
lovers--p.210.
You won't find this year's (or
any year's!) Farmer's Almanac
in the Master Gardener
Library. This is one you will
have to pick up for yourself
next time you are shopping at
your favorite location.

Beth Durr

The almanac has a fairly inclusive chart that factors in the
first and last frost dates in
each area. Some farmers use
the moon for setting their
poultry eggs (p.244).
The next page goes even further by listing "best days" for
grafting, pruning, cutting hay,
harvesting, etc.
2016 Graduation banquet main course & dessert tables

Pre-banquet visiting & voting for board members

Gene & Cynthia waiting for food
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YCMGA
Graduation
2016

Gardeners
Make...

Fighting over who has
to finish off the cake

Michael, 2016 Winner of
the GOLDEN TROWEL

The Best Friends!

Proof that Tom is “One of a Kind”

Pat is "One of a Kind”

Lynette & Ruth Enjoying the Food & Good Company

Yamhill County Extension

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/yamhill

2050 NE Lafayette Avenue
McMinnville, OR 97128-9333
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