
President Resigns, Replaced 

A t the board meeting on May 11th, Randy 

Williamson resigned from his position as 

President, due to a desire to spend more time on 

other projects of his own. 

 

Thus Pat Fritz (President-elect) automatically be-

came President, and will remain in place for the 

remainder of this year.  The Board decided not 

to seek another President-elect for this year, on 

the assumption that Pat will survive the entire 

 

Everyone at the meeting was very enthusiastic 

about her “promotion,”  knowing that she will 

take on the added responsibility with 

her customary vigor. 
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Yamhill County Master Gardeners Association 
              
    Executive Board Minutes for May 11, 2016.2 

Meeting was called to order by Randy Williamson at 10:03 a.m. on above date. 

In attendance:  (Bold = Board) 

Linda Mason  Carol Parks  Tom Canales  Stephanie Janik Pat Fritz 

Randy Williamson Apryl Garmon Linda Coakley  Anna Ashby  Donn Callaham 

Sylvia Connor  Gail Price  Eileen McBride Cathy Burdett 

 

First Item was approval of secretary ’s minutes from last month.  The secretary himself motioned 

they should be accepted, and Tom seconded the motion, so they were. 

  

Treasurer’s Report: Carol reported that she emailed the financial records to involved mem-

bers, plus made hard copies.  The checkbook and the bank balanced, which is pleasant.  YCMGA at the 

moment has approximately $16K plus in funds, not including income from the plant sale.  There was a 

technical problem:  the Quickbook pdf conversion would not work on Carol’s own computer because the 

2010 version is no longer supported.  OMGA treasurer suggested use of Quicken, and purchase of a 

computer solely for use by YCMGA treasurer, at her home.  Carol wanted to stay with Quickbooks, so 

Linda motioned to make the purchases, Apryl seconded it, and it passed. 

 

OMGA Representative’s report:   Apryl has presented the work done by YCMGA regarding the 

3 choices for budgeting for OMGA for next year.  The board received the report, but apparently our 

chapter is the only one to have done this so far.  There will be another meeting in June regarding 

choice of options 

Spring Into Gardening for 2017: Gene has already reserved the Community Center for March 

of 2017, including the addition of another lecture room.   

 

Seed-to Supper Program:  It was reported on behalf of Gene (absent) that W illamina is in-

terested in the program and will host an organizational meeting in Willamina on May 19th.  Participation 

by YCAP, Head Start, and Master Gardeners has been strong.  McMinnville Head Start is also interested 

in a fall Seed-to-Supper class.  People who can teach this class in Spanish are needed: notify Gene if 

you can help.   

 

Demonstration Garden at Fairgrounds:  The demo. Garden has been cleaned up, and is ready 

for refurbishing.  Jeff Fahey saved the day by installing the shade cloth, since the rest of the crew was 

vertically challenged.  Propagation is now essentially empty, as it should be after the plant sale. 

Education/Outreach Committee report was given by Pat.  Focus now is on the 50/ 50 meet-

ings: half education, half talking and eating.  (All are 3-4 p.m).  All in Public Works Auditorium. 

 5/14:  Plant clinics at Fred Meyer and Kraemer’s Garden Center. 

5/19:  Michael re:  amphibians in the garden.   

6/11:  Plant Clinics at Wilco in Newberg and McMinnville. 

 6/16:  Sue (and hopefully Gene) Nesbitt re: the REAL Japanese Gardens. 

 6/20:  Heather giving tour of the Community Gardens, 2-4 p.m 

 6/26:  Mac. Garden Club Tour.  For this there is a $5.00 charge, with 30 students maximum. 

 

Community Gardens: Linda Mason reported that the plant sale was going well, and that all raised 

beds have been rented.  Greenhouse space was loaned to Linfield College’s “Center for the Northwest,” 

which is a program encouraging gardening for Hispanic families.  There is now a wait list (rapidly filling) 

for people who want raised beds which have yet to be built, but will be.   Already this spring the Gar-

den has donated 80 pounds of herbs and greens to YCAP, but a volunteer is needed for the food pantry 

area.  The irrigation system is running well, most of the lines are buried (except Tom’s), and everyone 

is pretty happy. 

Plant Sale of 2015:  Sylvia emphasized the pressing need to have at least one person who 

will become knowledgeable about the planning and operations of the plant sale.  She suggests some-
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one “shadow” for a year, so that if for some reason she or Linda are incapacitated there will be someone 

available who knows what to do.  That person would become a co-chair, to ensure continuity.   There is a 

description of what this job entails in the plant sale handbook, and anyone interested in taking on the 

responsibility should read that description.  Sylvia would like the board members to take over the role of 

finding a candidate, and Tom also plans to publish the same details on the website.  There was also a 

short discussion of whether or not to continue the Sunday portion of the sale, and it was agreed that it 

would continue.  Sunday sales grossed $2,793. and moved out a quantity of plants, so was worthwhile.  

It also gave a chance for Master Gardeners to interact with the public very productively and personally. 

OMGA update:  Carol, Sylvia, and Linda appeared at the OMGA Executive Board Meeting to dis-

cuss the issue of legal liability for events, and how that will be covered was discussed.  The Big Question 

is:  What is a legal entity (which can take responsibility)??  (No answer yet).  There are 3 options:  form 

a corporation (not desirable); each board member doing business as YCMGA (also not desirable); or OM-

GA dba YCMGA, which is the best option.  Per Carol the bylaws would need to be changed.  Apparently 

the problem of liability has come up before at OMGA but it was never addressed until now.  Any changes 

would of course pertain to all chapters in Oregon, and a resolution is needed by January.  Carol was 

thanked for her prodigious research and work regarding the law and how it applies here. 

McMinnville Farmers Market is beginning.  People have signed up for enough slots for the near 

future: the on-line sign-up system is working well, and was complimented by a number of members.  Of 

150 slots for the year, 70 have been filled. 

Mentoring 2016:  Eileen (and some others) were disappointed in how  mentoring went this 

year.  Plans are to meet weekly next year, and Cathy (always the optimist) says it will be excellent next 

year!  This year there were huge disruptions with the mentoring staff (such as injuries) which people do 

not intend to repeat next year. 

Scholarships:  Terry informed us that there are 7 highly qualified applicants for the scholar-

ships.  Every high school in Yamhill County is notified re: these scholarships.  Last year each student was 

awarded $1000, and we’ll be doing the same this year.  Problems arise when students are late with the 

paperwork, so emphasis will be placed on applicants being on time with their paperwork.  Linda moved 

to raise the budget to $7,000 this year, which was seconded by Pat. 

Spring into Gardening is finished for this year, but the first organizational meeting for 2017 

will be in June!  The event was surprisingly successful:  175 people showed, including more than 20 walk

-ins.  Last year there were 125 clients, so unfortunately there were not enough materials this year.  

(Easy to correct for 2017).  50% of attendees were not Master Gardeners, indicating a successful out-

reach to the community.  There were some problems with the lunches: wet sandwiches from the rain, 

twice as many cheese sandwiches as ordered (and consequently half the needed turkey sandwiches).  

Terry and Eileen agreed to meet with personnel from “Jimmy John’s” restaurant (new to McMinnville).  

They have a reputation for actually donating food to organizations, and that possibility got some people 

excited.  Overall, the event was markedly successful, and is improving every year. 

Twitter:  Michael would like to start a YCMGA Tw itter site; majority thought that was fine, 

though many don’t know what it is. 

OMGA Website did have an incorrect link to YCMGA site, which has been fixed.   Cathy sug-

gested we might have a weekly YCMGA email on a specified day of the week, to replace the weeklong 

torrent of emails we now have.  There was no discussion on this. 

Audit Report was not valid according to Linda, but a motion was made (and seconded) to ac-

cept it as is.  In the future OMGA guidelines will be used for the audit reports.  A hard copy is kept by the 

secretary. 

Randy submitted his resignation from the board of directors and presidency, due to a desire 

to spend more time with his family.  By default, the president-elect suddenly replaced the president.  

Someone thought the board should vote on that, which they did.  In fact, everyone except Pat seemed 

very enthusiastic about her promotion.  She is concerned about doing the job adequately, and having 

enough time to do so.  The position of president-elect will be left open this year.  Details of check-signing 

will have to be updated, but otherwise only the people in each position will change. 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:06 p.m. by the new  leader (Pat).     

 

         Donn Callaham, Secretary 

 

***************************************** 
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F ollow the glistening trail and you’ll find 

the gardener’s most familiar, frustrating 

and certainly slimiest pest, the common slug. 

 

It’s spring, after all, and as soil temperatures 

start to climb, slugs rise from their winter hid-

ing place underground to munch tender seed-

lings, emerging perennials and even seeds. 

What slugs want is a place that’s warm and 

moist.  That’s why they’re coming out now. 

The soil temperatures are getting to be above 

50 degrees, which is perfect for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

Slugs aren’t crazy about winter and summer. 

They bail from cold or hot weather. But 

fall and spring are agreeable seasons for 

slugs. In the perfect conditions of autumn 

when the heat starts to wane and the first 

rains come, the mollusks lay eggs in clus-

ters called clutches, according to Groth, a 

horticulturist who has made slugs her 

specialty. 

 

The eggs hatch fairly rapidly and the fast-

growing slugs wait it out, showing up in 

spring to scrape and shred plant leaves 

with tongues lined with thousands of tiny, 

extremely sharp teeth. 

 

In fall, you’re trying to kill them off before 

they lay eggs. Now that your plants are poking 

their heads up, you need to protect them, be-

cause once the leaves are nipped, the damage 

is there all summer. 

 

The pests are particularly fond of lettuce and 

other salad greens, broccoli, beans, hostas, 

strawberries, primroses and daffodil flowers. 

More sturdy plants like ferns, sedums, orna-

mental grasses, bleeding heart, heuchera, hel-

lebores and most herbs fend them off reasona-

bly well. Woody plants are also usually un-

bothered. 

 

Since slugs go on attack at night and look for 

protected places during the day, you’ll find 

them under ground covers or mulches and in 

thickly planted perennial or annual borders. 

Gardeners who grow plants tightly in their 

beds to keep weeds from growing provide 

slugs an environment that provides them with 

a 100 percent hiding place all day. 

 

Slugs will crawl beneath almost anything 

where it’s dark and moist, including boards, 

bricks, pots, loose stepping stones and pavers, 

debris left lying in the garden. So the first 

thing to do when starting a control program is 

to clean up the garden. Don’t leave things all 

over the yard. They can even hide under gar-

den gloves! 

 

Raise pots onto bricks or “legs” purchased for 

that purpose. Pull mulch away from favorite 

plants. Remove weeds where the pests like to 

nestle down. Clean under porches and other 

raised structures.  And although sanitation is 

the first line of defense, there are plenty of 

other methods for control. Get started now. 

Sanitation is always the 
first line of defense... 

Slugs: Horticulturist’s Nemesis 
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Young plants are most susceptible.  

 

Water in the morning. I f you water in the 

evening, it’s wet until early in the morning 

and you’ve given them the best environment 

when they come out at night hungry. 

 Put out beer traps. Use a pie plate or 

bury a plastic yogurt or margarine container 

up to about an inch from the rim. Pour in 

beer. Remove dead slugs daily and refill with 

beer. 

 Don’t use salt. It can build up in the 

soil and damage plants. 

 Attract predators such as frogs, 

ground beetles and, yes, snakes. 

 Create an artificial hiding place by 

placing a board in their favorite places. To 

make it especially attractive, grind up lettuce 

and brewer’s yeast (not baker’s 

yeast) and put that under the board. 

In the morning, lift the board and remove 

slugs. Drop them in a bucket of soapy water. 

 Go out at night with a flashlight or 

head lamp and handpick them. 

 Get a duck or two, which w ill make a 

quick dinner out of slugs, but be sure to pro-

tect the ducks from predators at night. 

 Tape a wide (3-4 inches) strip of cop-

per around the top of a pot or the top 

edge of a raised bed. 

 

Also, use bait. There are two types. One is a 

synthetic bait that contains metaldehyde, 

which is toxic to humans and can be fatal to 

dogs if eaten in large amounts. The other 

contains iron phosphate, which is considered 

very low in toxicity, according to the National 

Pesticide Information Center at OSU. It can 

be used around pets and wildlife and in or-

ganic vegetable gardens. 

 

When baiting, scatter rather than making 

piles or bands. “f you use piles or bands, 

slugs can go right by. If you scatter, they’re 

likely to encounter it. Also, be sure to look on 

the label to see how much to use per square 

foot. It’s a lot less than most people 

think. Using more is not better. 

  

By Kym Pokorny, Oregon State Univ. 

  

Check out the  

World Carrot Museum 
Where you will learn 

About the 

Vienna Vegetable 
Orchestra! 

All the instruments this orchestra plays 
are made fresh for each performance 
from fresh vegetables.  (After the per-
formance, soup is made).  Carrots are 
panpipes, flutes, or recorders; leeks be-
come violins.  Learn about groups which 
create music from vegetables at: 

YCMG mentions this site only for the bi-
zarre information you will find there.   

http://www.carrotmuseum.co.uk/ 

Slug egg mass 

http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/ironphosphategen.html
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/ironphosphategen.html
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/ironphosphategen.html
http://www.carrotmuseum.co.uk/
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Using the Master Gardener Library 

 

     Regular users of the Library know that the 

red dots on the spines of the books signify 

that the book has a Northwest interest.  We 

call these books members of the "Red Dot So-

ciety."  Last year we added another feature to 

the spines of the books.  You will see yellow 

dots on some of the spines. (You might even 

see both dots on a single book!)  The yellow 

dots signify books that may help you in plant 

ID.  The following is a partial list of some of 

these plant ID books: 

 

    Botanical Atlas: A  Guide to the Practical 

 study of Plants  by Daniel McAlpine 

    Botany in a Day   4th Edition   by Thom-

 as Elpel 

    Flowering Plant Families of the 

 World   by Heywood, Brummit, Culham 

 & Seberg 

    How to Identify Flowering Plant Fami-

 lies   by John Philip Baumgardt 

    Plant Identification Terminology: An 

 Illustrated glossary by James G. Harris 

  Melinda Woolf Harris 

    Complete Book of Herbs   by Leslie 

 Bremnes 

    Complete Book of Houseplants  by John 

 Evans 

     Flora of the Pacific Northwest   by C. 

 Leo Hitchcock & Arthur Kruckeberg-

 ban and Rural America   by Gary L. 

 Hightshoe & John Wiley 

     Plants of the Pacific Northwest 

 Coast   by Pojar & MacKinnon 

     Conifers: The I llustrated Encyclope-

 dia  Volumes 1&2  by D.M. van 

 Gelderen & J.R.P. van Hoey Smith 

     Dirr’s Hardy Trees and Shrubs: An I l-

 lustrated Encyclopedia by Michael Dirr 

      Field Guide to Common Trees and 

 Shrubs of Yamhill County  by Amie 

 Loop-Frison 

     Field Guide to Trees, Western Re-

 gion by the National Audubon Society 

     Guide to Seedling Identification for 25 

 Conifers of the Pacific Northwest   by 

 Jerry F. Franklin 

     Northwest Conifers: A Photographic 

 Key by Dale Bever 

     The Sibley Guide to Trees  by David Al-

 len Sibley 

     The Tree Identification Book   by 

 George W.D. Symonds 

     Field Guide to Weeds of the 

Willamette  Valley   by Wisehart, Kaye & 

Kirkland 

     Gilkey's Weeds of the Pacific North-

 west  by LaRea J. Denis (OSU) 

    Weeds of California and other Western 

 States  Volumes 1&2  by DiTomaso  & 

 Healy  UC Davis) 

     Weeds of the West   by Tom Woodson 

 

     These books should help you sort out Plant 

ID problems.  And now that we have an Her-

barium going, you can compare samples to 

actual plant material immortalized by the Her-

barium Committee. 

 

Happy Researching!! 

Beth Durr 
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Every Tuesday Propagation Crew, greenhouse 9 to noon. 

Every 1st & 3rd Thursday,  Insect Committee,  M.G. office, 10:00 a.m. to noon 

Every Thursday, McMinnville Farmers’ Market Clinic, 12:30 to 6:00, downtown 

Every 1st and 3rd Tuesday, Herbarium Committee,  M.G. office, 1 pm. To 3 pm. 

Every Wednesday, Newberg Farmers’ Market, 12:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

Propagation & Greenhouse 9-12 at County Fairgrounds 

 McMinnville Farmers’ Market Clinic, 1:00 to 6:00, downtown Mac. 

 Greenhouse Crew, at the greenhouse, fairgrounds, 9-12 

 Educational & Social meeting, 3-4 p.m., PW auditorium 
 “The Japanese Gardens” by 2 Nesbitts 

 Open House & Yard and Garden Tour 9-4 p.m. @ Comm. Garden 

 Greenhouse/garden crew, 9 to noon, at the fairgrounds garden 

 Clinic at McMinnville Wilco, 10 a.m. at Wilco 

7 

11 

14 

16 

8 

18 

4  Help out at  Community Gardens,  9-12 p.m. @ Community Garden 

 Clinic at Newberg Wilco, 10 a.m. at W ilco 

 Help out at  Community Gardens,  9-12 p.m. @ Comm. Garden 

 Help out at  Community Gardens,  9-12 p.m. @ Comm. Garden 

21  Greenhouse Crew, at the greenhouse, fairgrounds, 9-12 

22 

25  Help out at  Community Gardens,  9-12 p.m. @ Comm. Garden 

28 

30  McMinnville Farmers’ Market Clinic, 12:30 until 6:30, downtown Mac. 

2  McMinnville Farmers’ Market Clinic, 12:30 until 6:30, downtown 

9  McMinnville Farmers’ Market Clinic, 1:00 until 6:00, downtown Mac. 

 McMinnville Farmers’ Market Clinic, 12:30 until 6:30, downtown Mac. 

Yamhill County Master Gardener Calendar 
J
un

e
 2

0
1
6
 

YCMGA Board Meeting, 10 a.m. to noon, PW Auditorium  

1  Newberg Farmers’ Market Clinic, 1:30 until 6:00, downtown Newberg 

26 

 Newberg Farmers’ Market, 130 to 6:00 p.m., Newberg 

15  Newberg Farmers’ Market Clinic, 1:30 until 6:00, downtown Newberg 

20  Vegetable Gardening Ed. Event, 2 to 4 p.m., Community Garden 

 Newberg Farmers’ Market Clinic, 1:30 until 6:00, downtown Newberg 

23 

24  “Dayton Friday Nights”,  downtown Dayton 5:00 to 8:30 

29  Newberg Farmers’ Market Clinic, 1:30 until 6:00, downtown Newberg 
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2016 YCMG Plant Sale 
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Alan Wenner 

 

A ll is well at the garden as we are renting raised beds as fast as we can build and fill 

them. Two years ago at this time, we had 16 small beds planted to tomatoes for the 

Food Pantry, a lot of grass and several piles of stuff moved from the Salvation Army location. 

The 8’ high deer proof fence had been built but there was no garden space for our gardeners. 

Today, we have completed or nearly completed the following projects: 

 

 Constructed and filled over 80 beds, including the children’s beds, common beds for 

 herbs, garlic, blueberries and strawberries; commercial beds and accessible beds. 

 Almost 200 cubic yards of compost have been used to make the best possible garden 

 mixture. 

 Constructed 2 compost storage bins with removable covers, each holding over 20 cubic 

 yards of compost 

 Covered all open areas with fabric to eliminate weeds and mud, making the garden an 

 all weather, all season educational garden. 

                Installed an underground drip irrigation system to our first set of beds  

 at a cost of over $10,000. 

 Spread crushed rock on our main traffic area: 12 yards of crushed rock. 

    Moved in a fiberglass greenhouse and built benches. 

 Cleaned up most unsightly areas and beautified the landscaping in the labyrinth area. 

  Purchased new tools, equipment and supplies to make gardening easier and  

  more productive. 

Raised funding to accomplish the above plus the upcoming planned projects. 

 

We now believe that 

we are over 50% 

complete on convert-

ing the entire garden 

to a raised bed com-

munity garden with 

approximately 150 

raised beds by 2018. 

We have incredible 

Community support 

from The Coopera-

tive Ministries, Lin-

field College stu-

dents, YCMGA, our 

volunteers and sev-

eral businesses and 

individuals.  
  
 

2016 Garden Status Report 

McMinnville Garden Club members setting up the children’s garden area on 
May 14th. It was a rainy day but the garden is looking great. 
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Linda Coakley 

What can I say?   
Another great 
year!   I would 

like to personally thank Lana Drew and Al Westhoff of the fairgrounds staff who 
without their help the plant sale would not have happened this year.   Also the 
many MG’s who assisted with the sales this year.  Gross Sales  were  $23,830.05 
with $2,793.03 attributed to Sunday.   As I am sure you are all well aware to pull 
this off took the time, efforts, and talents of many Master Gardeners.  A special 
thank you to the plant sale committee members which without their expertise the 
plant sale would not happen! 
Additionally, I would like to thank the following people: 

Alan Wenner for the many plant tags he printed and for chairing the  
 Publicity sub-committee 
Marcia Sherry for the Leslie Lewis Pavilion Layout and for assisting with the layout of the vendors 

spaces inside and outside of the pavilion 
Sylvia Connor for taking on the Vendors this year and the problem with the Yamhill Fairgrounds 

Attorney issue with our ability to do business – we are not recognized as a legal entity to enter 
into contractual agreements 

Gail Price and Sylvia Connor and the greenhouse crew for the many 
 annuals and vegetables 
Sue Nesbitt for stepping up and leading the pricing committee pricing the donated MG plants and 

grooming them when needed 
Anna Ashby and Carol Parks  and the cashiers for collecting the monies 
Eileen McBride and her kitchen crew for manning the kitchen all day 
Candace Van Zanten and the decorating Committee for decorating the café 
Patti Gregory, Stephanie Janik, and Mary Murphy  who oversaw the propagation of perennials 
Sylvia Connor, Jeff Fahey and Margaret Peterson for gathering the boxes and the fairgrounds for 

letting us store then in the Cruickshank Building.  The crew that assembled boxes after green-
house 

Gene Nesbitt for overseeing the parking and the Yamhill County Emergency Response team 
(CERT ) for assisting with parking.  

 Gene Nesbitt and Ray VanBlaricom  for hauling the kitchen supplies and plant sale stuff from the 
attic in the public works building and auditorium back and forth for the plant sale 

Plant Sale Table Captains:   Gail Price, Sylvia Connor, Doris Crimmins,  Stephanie 
  Janik,  Daryll Alt,  Susan Nesbitt, and Patti Gregory who also assisted in the 
  post-sale inventory 
New class members Susanne Beukema, Cynthia Norcross, Jennifer Frost, Becky Karver, Michele 

Long, and  Tom Wozniak display on landscape/ornamentals that can become invasive in your 
yard and Heather Stoven for providing guidance 

Gail Price for the use of her greenhouse to store plants again this year 
Newberg High School Greenhouse for giving us space again this year for growing the tender Per-

ennials and for the starts for our baskets 
For the many people who provided their garden carts for use on the days prior to the sale and on 

Sale days 
For the MG’s  who schlep plants all day and manned the customer holding areas 
Patti Gregory for all her help with the perennial pre-sale inventory 
Ray VanBlaircom  and Sharon Dietrichson  and KYLC for broadcasting at our plant sale. 
For the many MG’s who took pictures throughout the day 
The Many MG’s who took and placed our plant sell signs in the communities throughout Yamhill 

County 
Finally Sylvia Connor, my co-chair again this year, couldn’t do it without your help and support. 

 
Thanks a Bunch! 
 
 

Plant Sale Wrap-up 
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I n the Brazilian jungles butterflies 

abound. Myriads of them seek miner-

als from muddy pools and siphon up the 

rich liquid with their straw-like mouth-

parts. It looks like one species dominates 

and hundreds will feed at one time.  

On closer inspection, however, one can 

tell that, in reality, there are many differ-

ent species that all have very similar 

markings and color. Some are very tasty 

to birds, others are toxic or really taste 

badly. This is a 

case of protec-

tive mimicry. 

Since the simi-

larity is so 

great, preda-

tors tend to 

avoid all of 

these butter-

flies, edible as 

well as non-

edible. 

Other insects use color and pattern de-

ception as well. The Syrphid flies (edible) 

resemble wasps or bees so well that they 

are avoided by most predators. The ruse 

is completed not only by their coloration 

and pattern, but by their habits as well. 

They visit flowers, let their hind legs 

hang when they fly (like bees with laden 

pollen sacs) and they hover like bees or 

wasps. Even the larvae are protected by 

being green in appearance and can go 

undetected on a plant as they feed on 

aphids. 

Not all insects look like other insects. 

Some resemble their environment so well 

that they go undetected by their ene-

mies. Many moths have spots and mark-

ings that make them appear to be a bit 

of bark from a tree. Of course, these 

moths frequently alight on tree trunks 

that have the same colors and patterns 

as the moth. 

Underwing moths, found in our forests, 

have bark-like patterns on their fore-

wings, but have brightly colored hind 

wings in red, pink or orange, banded 

with black. If they are discovered by a 

bird while they are resting on a tree, 

they will quickly take to wing and flash 

the bright coloration to alarm their would

Syrphid fly 

  “Do I Know You?” 

Polyphemus moth 
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-be consumer. The bright colors also 

serve as a warning coloration to the ene-

my, even though these moths are com-

pletely edible. 

Some insects have markings that resem-

ble large eyes on their bodies, especially 

on the wings. Our large local polyphemus 

moth has very large eyespots on the top 

side of the hind wings. Normally, at rest, 

this moth holds it wings up over its thor-

ax, which exposes the underside of the 

wing. The coloration of this underside 

looks like a dried up leaf, with grey and 

brown color patterns.  

Upon being disturbed, however, the 

moth opens its wings and shows the eye-

spots on the hind wing. To enhance the 

allusion of being a large, tan creature 

with enormous eyes, The moth “pumps” 

its wings, alternately covering and then 

exposing the “eyes” to appear it is blink-

ing. It must really work well, as this 

large moth is the most common and 

wide-spread Saturniid moth species in 

the U.S. 

We probably walk past many, many in-

sects in a day, not knowing they are 

there because of their camouflage or 

thinking that they are some creature 

they are not. Survival in the insect world 

is a tough proposition. Anything to give 

them an advantage is to their benefit!  

Example of effective insect camouflage 

“Buggy Bits” continued 
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For gardeners with apples or pear trees, timely man-

agement of pests can be a key to attaining that wonderful re-

ward of fresh fruit at the end of the season. Codling moth (cydia pomo-

nella) is one of the major pests that these fruits often have in our area. 

Codling moths hatch from eggs in the Willamette Valley in mid-April: therefore 

now is the time you should be monitoring for them.  

 

The adults are about ¾” across and are gray-

brown and golden near the wing tips. The larva 

is about ½” long, is pink-tinged and has a brown 

head. After the larvae hatch from eggs, they 

feed inside the fruit for roughly three weeks and 

pupate outside the fruit, often on the ground or 

in crevices in the tree’s bark. There can be up to 

four generations per year. 

 

To control this pest, non-pesticide methods can 

be used such as bagging fruits with paper bags 

in late April to early May, removing infested fruit 

from the tree and using corrugated cardboard 

around the trunk to attract larvae looking to pu-

pate. The cardboard can be removed and dis-

posed of before the adult moths emerge in 

June. Many pesticides are also labeled for home use and can be sprayed every 10-14 days 

until harvest. As always, be sure to read and follow the label. 

 Further resources to learn of the codling moth are located below: 
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS120E/FS120E.pdf 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/

catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/files/project/pdf/ec 631_0.pdf 

http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/tree-fruit/apple/apple- codling-moth 

 

The last Educational & Social meeting was well attended and everyone enjoyed hearing Mi-

chael O'Laughlin's talk on Amphibians, complete with live frogs & newts!! Terry Hart's grand-

children asked some very good questions. Our next meeting is June 16th with Sue Nesbitt. 

 Upcoming clinics include: 

June 20th - Heather's community garden walk 2 -4pm 

June 26th - Mac Garden Club plant sale, downtown 10 - 4; short shifts, volunteers needed, 

sign up sheet in office soon. 

July 6th Lesley Blanding at Demo. Garden.  Annuals, Perennials, drip irrigation.   

Cost is $5.00, only 10 people allowed, register with Jade for a space   

Committee Meetings: Spring into Gardening committee June 14th 

 All members please come; planning will start for 2017!!  

Pesky Profiles 

Adult Codling moth, courtesy WSU 

By Heather Stoven 
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Heather’s 
Highlights 

Donn Callaham 

The nice weather the last month or so has brought 

many from our community into their gardens.  I 

am pleased that so many of those individuals think 

of the services we provide when they have garden-

ing questions and come to visit the Extension of-

fice.  However, looking at the MG desk calendar for 

June and beyond the calendar is pretty empty for 

sign ups.   We are in need especially of veteran 

Master Gardeners to work the desk, as there are 

some trainees signed up without a veteran.  This is 

a good opportunity to get your desk hours as well 

as learn a thing or two and interact with fellow gar-

deners in the community.  If you are interested, 

you are always welcome to come into the office to 

sign up or contact Jade at the front desk.  Please 

consider signing up, we have many plant problem 

mysteries in need of solving.  This is an important 

way we serve our community and I want to be 

sure we can continue to provide timely information 

to our clients. 

Thank you! 

For the Love of  
Amphibians... A
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Michael O’Laughlin’s amphibian talk was not to be missed.  
We found out that he, his veterinarian brother, and a friend 
from OSU are doing detailed studies of amphibian populations 
at Michael’s pond.  They even are installing microchips on 
every amphibian caught, and then tracking them as individu-
als. 
 
We also learned about the common amphibians native to the 
Valley, how to tell newt children from salamander children, 
and why the bullfrog  was introduced to and invaded the Val-
ley.  Some of the history of the Fish and Wildlife “Service” il-
luminated the introduction of invasive organisms as well.   
 
Though we know about the red-bellied newt being poisonous 
(it’s red or orange, after all) I had no idea that it possesses 
the strongest nerve toxin known!  I personally was also im-
pressed by Michael’s agility and speed as he scurried beneath 
tables, people, and chairs to catch a frog accidentally re-
leased by an attendee. 

One of Michael’s study subjects 
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