Don’t Miss YCMGA Graduation!
Remember to plan to attend the Board Meeting with potluck
dinner, introduction of 2017 Master Gardener students,
Graduation of 2016 Master Gardeners, and awards ceremony
for all Master Gardeners on...

Tuesday, January 24th, 2016

Yamhill Valley Heritage Center
(on highway 18 south of McMinnville)

5:00 p.m. start time

Make a wise investment of your time and...

get a free lunch in the bargain!
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Our ever-innovative Education Outreach Committee is
reaching out to you with a new program, beginning in
February (on the 8th, the day of the Board M eeting).
Here’s what’s happening:
Board Meeting: 10:00 a.m. to noon
FREE LIGHT LUNCH: 12:00 to 12:30
Beetle Banks in IPM: M ichael O’Laughlin
12:30 to approximately 1:30
Our Plan: We hope board members will stay for the lunch and
lecture, PLUS we want you—
YCMGA Gardeners— to join us for
the board meeting and the
enthralling no-obligation event
offered after the meeting!
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Yamhill County Master Gardener Calendar
January, 2017
5

2017 Master Gardener classes begin: Every Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. in the Public Works Auditorium on Lafayette Ave.

All Yamhill County Master Gardeners invited to attend.
M. G. Introduction: Being a volunteer (Heather Stoven} 9:00 a.m. to noon

Botany Basics (Heather Stoven, OSU extension) 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

12

Vertebrates & Vertebrate Management (Chip Bubl, OSU) 9:00 a.m. to noon
Organic Vegetable Gardening (W eston M iller, OSU ext.) 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

19

Plant Disease (Brooke Edmunds, OSU extension) 9:00 a.m. to noon
Winter Gardening (Anna Ashby, M aster Gardener) 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

24

YCMGA Board Meeting , 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., Yamhill Valley Heritage Center on
Highway 18, south of McMinnville.

YCMGA Potluck Dinner , 6 p.m. to approximately 6:30 p.m.
Awards & recognition Ceremony, approx. 6:30 p.m. until done.

26

Tree Fruits/Home Orchards (Ross P enhallegon, OSU ) 9:00 a.m. to noon

Orchard Pruning workshop on Site (Ross P enhallegon, OSU extension) 1:00
to 4:00 p.m. Space is limited: reserve space with Jade a.s.a.p.

February, 2017
2

Pollinators (Bob Falconer, master beekeeper) 9:00 a.m. to noon
Lawns (Alec Kow alew ski, OSU extension) 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

8

YCMGA Board Meeting, Lunch, Lecture. 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

9

Plant Identification (Richard Halse, OSU) 9:00 a.m. to noon
Integrated Pest Management (online module only)

Most Saturdays: OSU Gardening Radio program " To the Root of It" , 9:00 a.m.,
on radio station KLYC 1260 AM with Kyle Hunter and Sharon Dietrichson
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Unusual Garden Visitors: Part II

I

had mentioned in my last newsletter article that I had encountered some new
rodents in my garden and this piece is about
the Pacific Jumping Mouse, Zapus trinotatus.
I have encountered these curious mice in
three different habitats this year. The first
time was along a riparian edge of my
crop fields, the second time along the
South Yamhill River and this last time under a piece of tin in my garden that I had
set out for snakes.
The Pacific Jumping mouse belongs to the
family Dipodidae which also includes the
familiar Ord’s kangaroo rat Dipodomys
ordii and Western jumping mouse Zapus
princeps of eastern Oregon. Unlike their
eastern cousins, it prefers moist areas
most commonly found west of the Cascades. They can be found in riparian habitats dominated by alder, in dense woodlands, wet grassy meadows, banks of rivers and ponds, marshes and even alpine
meadows.

Pacific jumping mice are easily distinguished
from other mice in Yamhill County gardens by
their distinct coloration - ocherous sides separated sharply from the tawny back and
white belly. Its hind feet are modified for
jumping distances of over 150 cm and it has
a long tail that they thump on the ground
when threatened.
While they are said to be nocturnal, all of my
encounters were during the day. I was lying
on a grassy bank of the South Yamhill this
summer while my children played in the water. I heard something rustling in the grass
and within seconds a Pacific jumping mouse
ran right into my shoulder. Over the next few
minutes it continued to run into and around
me. Finally a whole family emerged and

started jumping from the dense grass down
to the river to drink. For several minutes they
continued to jump around us with little care
that we were there. And then off they went,
noisily up the bank.

Pacific Jumping Mouse (photo Wikipedia)

The Pacific jumping mouse diet consists
mainly of grass seeds along with fungi and
insects. They have been known to eat berries, fruit, and even mollusks. They are
ground feeders so they often will cut down
grass stalks to get to seed heads. Pacific
jumping mice do not store food like some
other rodents so they truly hibernate in the
winter. It will spend most of the summer and
fall fattening up in preparation for their winter hibernation period, which is spent in small
burrows in the ground.

So this Christmas, if you were visited by Santa Mouse, it was not a Pacific jumping mouse.
But maybe this summer you will be
lucky enough to run into one of these
curious creatures.

Michael O’Laughlin
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Yamhill Soil & Water Conservation District

Native Plant Sale
Proceeds benefit Miller Woods

Great Selection - Low Prices - Good Quality
You will enjoy our amazing collection of over 50 species of
native trees, shrubs, and understory plants.
Bare Root and Container Plants Available

March 2 & 3

9 am - 6 pm

NEW DATES
March 4
9 am - 3 pm
……..Yamhill County Heritage Center……..
22450 SW Durham Lane | McMinnville OR
South of McMinnville off Hwy 18 at Durham Lane

WATCH FOR PRE-ORDER SALES BEGINNING IN LATE DECEMBER!
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Cass Turnbull’s

Guide to Pruning
3rd edition, 2013 Sasquatch Books

T

he highlight of Cass Turnbull’s Guide
to Pruning is, for me, the specific
instructions for pruning each of 160 different
shrubs and trees. The author describes how
the plant wants to grow naturally, and how to
prune to enhance and control the natural
appearances.
What you cannot successfully do with each
particular plant is discussed also , with
explanations of why an action won't be
successful. For instance, in discussing the
smoke bush the author warns against trying
to limit the size of the bush.
No matter how much is pruned, the root ball
continues to grow, and the bush wants to
grow with it. One can prune the bush very
heavily to get a desired size, but that causes
forests of water sprouts to grow. They can
be removed (very tediously) but will only be

replaced by more and larger water sprouts.
Also, the smoke bush grows from straight
vertical sprouts, which should not be pruned
off. Cass Turnbull helps one avoid mistakes.
To make the advice clear, there are detailed
and labeled sketches for each plant, showing
what to remove and what to keep.
Turnbull’s approach is detailed, specific, and
experience-based. But she also writes in an
informal, personal manner, giving side
comments and opinions as she goes. And,
when she is not well-versed on some
particular aspect of a plant, she is honest and
says so.
So you get an informal, personable approach
that makes this book easy reading, just for
the fun of it. When you want to know how to
prune any particular plant, Guide to
Pruning is the book you want.

The Ten Gardener Commandments (from Guide to P runing)
1. Thou shalt not shear thy bush.
2. Thou shalt not top thy tree.
3. Thou shalt not plant thy sun-lover in the shade, nor thy shadelover in the sun.
4. Thou shalt mulch.
5. Thou shalt not leave stubs.
6. Thou shalt not flush cut, neither shalt thou paint wounds.
7. Thou shalt not cover up the base of thy plant, or thy tree, or
thy shrub. Neither with mulch, nor with soil, nor with any landscape material.
8. Thou shalt cut circling/girdling roots.
9. Thou shalt not compact the root zone of thy tree, nor trench
near the trunk of thy tree.
10. Thou shalt not weed-whip the trunk of thy tree, nor bash it
with thine mower, nor leave anything tied on thy tree or the
branches of thy tree, as is done in the land of the philistines.

Donn Callaham
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Community Garden Photo Tour

O

ur Community Garden now has its own website at www.mcminnvillecg.org

We are also on Facebook at McMinnville C ommunity Garden.
This is a photo tour of the garden as it is in December. All work areas are covered with fabric
and crushed rock. Total investment to date is close to $40,000 and several thousand volunteer
labor hours.

Storage sheds w/ new shelves

Greenhouses ready for planting

Garlic beds for YCAP & members

December broccoli (planted in July)

More photos
on page 9


Wheelchair-accessible beds ready
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English holly

Ilex aquifolium

H

olly uniquely represents the spirit of
Christmas, is evergreen and attractive all year long, and is hardy and easy to
grow. Holly also is tolerant of all types of
soils, grows well in full sun to full shade, is
drought-proof, and is highly disease and
insect-resistant. What more could you ask of
a shrub? But any gardener reading this
description will immediately recognize the
features that make this plant a very
tenacious invasive.
Holly was introduced to Oregon in 1874 (for
holiday décor) and now 90% of all
commercial holly is produced in the
Willamette Valley. Here there are numerous
holly farms growing the shrub for just the
cuttings used as Christmas decoration. And
that—the high commercial value—is what
makes this a unique invasive.
Several years ago the Oregon Department of
Agriculture proposed putting holly on a list of
invasive plants to be eradicated in Oregon.
However, because of the
décor industry
and holly’s desirability and
common use in
landscaping the
decision was
made to allow
commercial
growing and distribution of the plants. Requiring
annihilation of holly in Oregon
would have destroyed a unique and valuable
industry.

The most insidious
trait of this plant is
that it thrives in
dense shade.

Native to European hardwood forests,
English holly is hardy and eminently
adaptable. The dense evergreen bushes

provide shelter and nesting sites for birds,
with the berries being a food source for birds
and mammals large and small. It can be
grown as a shrub, a tree up to 50 feet tall,
or a prickly hedge. Both male and female
plants produce flowers, but only the female
has berries. However, a male plant need not
be very close for the female to produce an
abundance of seeds. And, the plants do
something few plants can do: they produce
berries abundantly even in dense shade.
Besides reproducing
easily by
seed, holly
plants also
send up new
plants from
surface
roots;
branches
that touch
the ground
become additional bushes; and even bits of
branches left on the ground often root.
So, the plants eventually form dense stands
which prevent any other plant from getting
established, and even shade out small trees.
As if all this is not enough, with its shiny
leaves English holly is highly
resistant to most forestry herbicides, and
highly volatile herbicides (such as 2, 4-D)
cannot be used in forests because of the
damage they will cause to desired plants
(including the trees).
Probably the most insidious characteristic
of this plant is that it thrives even in dense
shade. Thus new plants can sprout in dense
woods, which few other invasives do. In
fact, some researchers predict that holly will
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eventually become the dominant understory
species in O r e g o n a n d W a s h i n g t o n ,
permanently and dramatically changing
the structure of Pacific Northwest forests.
So, property owners should try to become
aware of any holly growing wild, regardless of
location. About the only way to control it is
to remove the plants when they are as small

as possible, before they produce seed or
spread and form thickets. Once plants are
mature, removal is very labor-intensive and
expensive if it can be successfully done at all.
Some horticulturists even recommend
removing all English holly plants (even
in your landscaping) to help prevent
their spread.

Holly overwhelming a deciduous forest

Donn Callaham

Punishment meted out to those
who let English holly spread.

“Photo Tour” continued...

Winter Swiss Chard
(great if July planting)

Garlic for YCAP

Winter kale for YCAP
(planted in July)

Alan Wenner
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N

o! This is not about cooking, although
I really do enjoy doing that! This
article is about the types of insects we see in
the kitchen and larder during the year. Now
that the warm weather is with us, we need to
look inside our homes to see what things
have invaded our kitchens and stored food
so far this year.
We have bought a lot of “stuff” from the grocery store, but we have also increased our
supply of pest insects that we were unaware of when we brought them home. Many
of the grain products that were stored in
warehouses in the U.S. and foreign countries have accumulated unwelcome insects which we bring into our homes
without our knowledge.
There are many types of beetles, moths and
other critters that are very willing to feed on
the things we bring into our houses. They like
products such as figs, dates, raisins, prunes,
flour, grain products, nuts, pasta, cheese and
other stored products.
Beetles that
You can microwave are pests
include the
bug-infested food
saw-toothed
grain beetle,
and still eat it!
various
weevils, flour beetles and darkling beetles.
Most of these are very small or almost
microscopic, but if they are in flour or light
colored grains, they can easily be seen and
are indicative of a definite problem.
Moth larvae are also an i n d i c a t i o n of
i n f e s t a t i o n . If you have white, 3/4 inch
caterpillars with black heads crawling across
your ceiling, you definitely have Indian meal
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Kitchen Basics
moths somewhere in your cabinets. Any grain
product that has webbing on or in it is infected. The adult moths are about 3/4 of an inch
in wingspan, gray-brown in color, and will be
flying around your kitchen. Sticky traps, purchased at hardware
stores and garden
shops, can eliminate
the breeding adults.
Taking care of the
larvae is another problem. Probably the best
way to guard against
infestation of these
insects in your kitchen
or larder is to place everything that is a grain
product, dried fruit or pasta that you have
purchased at a store in a freezer for a few
days. This will kill the eggs or larvae of any of
the offending “bugs” and eliminate the need
to take more serious steps in the future.
If you do have a problem that is out of
control, the best recourse is to look at all of
the stored dry foods you have and eliminate
those that are contaminated (place any of
these in a sealed plastic bag to put in the
trash). You CAN microwave anything that has
an infestation and use it! However, do you
REALLY want that insect protein in your diet?
I don’t mind, but
it’s your choice, I
guess!

Grapevine
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Heather’s
Highlights

H

appy New Year to all of you and I
hope you had a joyous holiday
season. Now that 2017 is here it is time to
think about our new Master Gardener training
classes.
I am looking forward to meeting the new
trainees and learning of their skills and
interests. Classes start the 5th of January, so
feel free to come and participate in the lunch
potluck to welcome the class members the
first day of class.

Keep in mind that attending training classes
is a good way to get a leg up on the continuing education classes for recertification.
This year we have a couple new instructors
such as Brooke Edmunds from OSU Extension
presenting about plant diseases and Linda
Brewer, also OSU faculty, who will teach
about soils.

Classes will be every Thursday through March
16th. The schedule is right here in this issue
of the Grapevine, and can be found on the
Yamhill County Extension website below:
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/yamhill/
sites/default/files/main_page/
documents/2017_class_schedule.pdf
Please join us on Thursdays this training
season to welcome the new class and
brush up on your basics!

Pesky Profiles
Keeping drugstore beetles away
As our houses are comfortable places for us to
inhabit, numerous pests also enjoy the cozy
habitat we provide them. Drugstore beetles
are one of the many household pests that we
get as samples at the Master Gardener desk.
These are small (1/8”), oval, reddish-tan
beetles that get their name from their previous habit of feeding on drugs in pharmacies.
Today they are more commonly found in dried
foods and grains as well as spices, seeds and
dried plants. As with other pantry pests,
locating the infestation is important. Food
items should be checked and thrown away if
contaminated. Items can also be placed in
the freezer for at least 7 days to kill the pests.
Managing spills and keeping flour, grains and
mixes well contained in airtight containers are
important to prevent infestations. Household
cleaners containing bleach or ammonia do not
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By Heather Stoven
kill the insects. So, this holiday season as
Santa comes to your house, keep the
vacuum ready to clean up all those
leftover cookie crumbs quickly!
(for details, see below).

PNW Handbook: Beetles

Cornell beetles

The “Drugstore Beetle” in your home
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Want to live longer? Start planting!

H

aving a lot of greenery around your
home seems to help people live
longer, according to a new study of more
than 100,000 U.S. women. Women in the
study with the most “greenness” near their
home—whether it was domestic plantings,
trees, or any other vegetation--had a 12
percent lower death rate during the study
period. These women were being compared
with women who had the least amount of
vegetation near their homes.

States, and were participating in a large
ongoing research effort called the “Nurses'
Health Study”.
The participants had given their home
addresses, and the researchers used satellite
imagery to determine the amount of vegetation within 250 meters (820 feet) of their
homes.
The long-term study lasted 8 years, from
2000 to 2008.
The results of the study showed that,
besides living significantly longer, women
with lots of vegetation near their homes had
lower levels of depression, and spent more
hours participating in social groups such as
charities, compared to the women with less
vegetation near their homes.
The researchers took into account changes in
vegetation around the home during the
study period, as well as other factors that
can affect mortality, such as a person's age,
ethnicity and income level.

For the study, researchers at the Harvard
T.H. Chan School of Public Health and
Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston
looked at the level of vegetation around the
homes of about 110,000 women who were
registered nurses living across the United

Men, by the way, were never tested and
seem to die earlier than women no
matter what surrounds them.

Donn Callaham

“ETERNAL” GRAPEVINE DEADLINE
Please remember the 22nd of every month
is the “Grapevine” deadline

The GRAPEVINE

Yamhill County Master Gardeners

STAN CHRISTENSEN
CONSERVATION MOVIE SERIES
SPONSORED BY

YAMHILL SWCD AND NOURISH YAMHILL VALLEY

DAMNATION
Patagonia presents Damnation which explores the change in our
national attitude from pride in big dams as engineering wonders to the
growing awareness that our own future is bound to the life and health
of our rivers. Where obsolete dams come down, rivers bound back to
life. This film’s majestic cinematography and unexpected discoveries
move through rivers and landscapes altered by dams, but also a
change in values.

GREEN FIRE
Green Fire describes the career of world famous conservationist
Aldo Leopold. The film describes his conservation ideal,
exploring how it changed one man and later permeated through
all arenas of conservation. The film explores the deep impact of
his thinking on conservation projects around the world today.
Through these examples, the film challenges viewers to
contemplate their own relationship with the land community.

GROUND OPERATIONS
Veterans Farm, founded by Sgt. Adam Burke, is a place of emotional
solace and job training in organic blueberry production for vets like
himself. Adam is just one of the inspiring veterans featured in Ground
Operations which follows a cast of combat men and women who served
in Iraq and Afghanistan describe their experiences at war, their return
to civilian life and why they turned to agriculture as their next mission.
In a world full of problems, Ground Operations is a story about
solutions.

Where: 3rd St. Pizza, Downtown McMinnville
When: First Tuesday of the Month at 6:30 pm

FREE Admission
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Northwest Flower &
Garden Show

February 22nd through 26th
2017 at the Seattle
Convention Center

I

f you are interested in raising any kind of berries or
grapes or are already growing them, here is a valuable opportunity. OVS (Oregon Vineyard Supply) is
offering a full day of berry or grape (you choose one) information. Classes will feature low-impact
sustainable and organic methods.
Lectures will include IPM, going organic, soil productivity,
carbon-based fertilizers, making farm food waste useful,
and other topics.
The program includes a trade show, lunch, and group
discussions.

OVS Berry Day/Grape Day conference flier
Open this link to see more details.

Yamhill County Extension

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/yamhill

2050 NE Lafayette Avenue
McMinnville, OR 97128-9333

Yamhill County Master
Gardener™ Association
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The Grapevine is published monthly by the
Yamhill County OSU Extension Office in
cooperation with the Yamhill County
Master Gardener™ Association,
2050 Lafayette Avenue,
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