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Garden Fundraiser!
Where:
Walnut City
Wineworks
475 NE 17thStreet
McMinnville,
Oregon
When:
Saturday, April 7, 2018 Noon-5pm
Come out and taste local wines for $10/flight with proceeds
going to fund the McMinnville Community Garden of Yamhill
County, growing organic produce for those living in our county
at nutritional risk, thru our partnership with YCAP.
Garden related silent auction Noon-4pm.
Items for auction
include photos,
baskets, and fairy
garden.
Light appetizers
provided. We look
forward to seeing
you!
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Yamhill County Master Gardener Calendar
April 2018
05

Thursday

Insect Committee meets, Public Works Auditorium, 10 am to 11:30 am

07

Saturday

Fundraiser for McMinnville Community Garden. Walnut City Wineworks, noon
to 5 pm (See poster on opposite page, this issue of “Grapevine.”)
Farm Fest: Yamhill County Historical Society, at Heritage Center on highway 18
south of McMinnville. Horse-drawn plowing, crafts, music, animals. 10 am
to 4 pm, farm exhibits & activities
Camelia Fest: Pan-Asian demonstrations, displays, plant & art sale. Chehalem
Cultural Center, 415 E. Sheridan, Newberg. 10 am to 5 pm.
Fred Meyer Fuchsia Day: Plant or buy fuchsias, free potting soil & free help.
Newberg Fred Meyer store, Highway 99W., 7 am to 5 pm

11

Wednesday

YCMGA Board meeting at Public Works Auditorium, starts at 10:00 a.m .,
ends before noon. Master Gardeners are invited to attend.

12

Thursday

Pesticides, People, and Pollinators: Webinar for Master Gardeners re: dealing
with pesticide questions. 10am to 11am. NPIC YouTube channel.

14

Saturday

Tour at Allison Inn. Anna Ashby will give a tour of the vegetable garden she
manages. Starts at 10:00 a.m., 2525 Allison Lane, Newberg

15

Tuesday

16

Wednesday

Hortlandia! Annual sale put on by Hardy Plant Society of Oregon. (Nurseries
from throughout Oregon). Portland Expo Center, Free, but $8 parking.

19

Hortlandia website for details.

Thursday

Insect Committee meets, Public Works Auditorium, 10 am to noon.

26

Thursday

“Collecting Seeds from Native Plants ”. 7 p.m., Carnegie room at
McMinnville Public Library. Presentation by Seven Oaks Native Nursery.
First & Third Thursday Insect Committee meets, 10 am to noon, auditorium
Every Saturday 9am - Come help out at the McMinnville Community Garden
”To the Root of It” program @ 9:00 am. on radio KLYC AM 1260 with Sharon & Kyle.
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Beth Durr’s

Superb Herbs

P

arsley, a member of the
carrot family, is native
to the eastern Mediterranean
and parts of western Asia.
Greeks believed Hercules chose
parsley for his garlands and
thus it was woven into the
crowns for the early Olympians.
Warriors would feed it to their
horses, believing it would help
them run faster. Greek poets
referred to it at wedding feasts
and it became used to subdue
the odor of onions and garlic.
Some say they wore it on their
heads to absorb the aftereffects of drinking wine. In
other Greek legends parsley
was associated with death.
One Greek hero, Archemorous,
was eaten by snakes and where
his blood spilled, parsley sprang
up. Wreaths of parsley are still
seen on modern graves.
More herbal folklore tells us
that because it was slow to germinate, some believed it had to
go to “Satan and back 7 times.”
Others believed that only
witches, pregnant women, or
planting on Good Friday would
assure a good crop.
Early medicinal cures were
boasts, mainly referring to the
kidney and liver, as it is a diuretic. However, other conditions “cured” were dropsy,
asthmatic coughs, insect bites,
“vermin in the hair,” stomach
aches, earaches, swollen eyes,
ad nauseum.
Parsley generally is known as a

biennial. The first year it forms
a rosette of deep green leaves
about 12 to 18 inches tall. The
second year a branched seed
stalk appears about 3 feet tall,
topped with umbels of small
greenish-yellow flowers. Once
it’s gone to seed, the leaves
become bitter-tasting. The two
most popular types include
“curled” and “Italian”. The
curled type is a tightly ruffledlike species used chiefly as a
garnish. The Italian type is
often more pungent, and used
in cooking.
To grow parsley, sow early in
the spring or fall into welldrained soil in full sun to part
shade. Soaking seeds overnight will speed up the germination process, or if you can’t
wait to go to the Devil and back
7 times, just buy starts. Parsley regrows beautifully if it is
cut back, but snipping the outer
leaves works best when you are
using it fresh. Some people dry
or freeze the leaves, but a lot of
flavor is lost in the process.
You can dry by hanging the
plant upside-down, or on
screens. Note: the leaves will
turn yellow without any extra
heat. You can freeze it on a
baking sheet then transfer it to
a freezer jar. A lot of people
puree it with a little water in
the blender and fill ice cube
trays for freezing it, as it is already portioned. Others loosely
stuff a zip-lock bag with whole
leaves and lay it flat in the
freezer until frozen. Then you

can crumple up the bag to
“chop” it up before use.
Generally speaking, there are
no pests or diseases that affect
parsley in the Northwest.
However, crown rot and root
rust have been sporadically
reported.
This herb is a rich source of calcium, thiamine, riboflavin and
niacin. It has loads of Vitamin
A and chlorophyll and more vitamin C than most citrus fruits.
Some people use it as a tea to
ease arthritic pain. With all
these nutrients, its versatile
flavor works well in dips,
spreads, soups, stews, quiche,
salads, and most vegetable
dishes. A chef’s tip is to enliven
dried herbs by mixing in freshly
minced parsley and allow the
flavors to meld for a few
minutes. To get the utmost
flavor of fresh parsley, add it
about 10 minutes before serving to keep its distinct savory
taste. An added attraction to
this herb is that it seems to
freshen breath.
Some people use parsley as a
border plant. Its leaves can be
used as a contrast to spikedsilhouetted plants. It does attract beneficial insects, and is
notorious for being the host for
black swallowtail larvae.
So the next time you see that
curly garnish on your plate, you
may think twice about
pushing it off to the side.
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April 14 th Garden Tour: Directions

irst garden tour of the year! Anna Ashby (winter gardening Master Gardener) will give us a tour of the vegetable garden she manages at the Allison Inn on Saturday, April 14 at 10:00 am. Hopefully you can stay and we
can all enjoy lunch at the renowned Alison (eating Anna's vegetables of course)! This tour was
held 2 years ago and it was great-very informative for vegetable growers and beekeepers
alike. I recommend it highly.
Driving directions: Hwy 99 to Newberg. North on Springbrook Ave (big intersection by Fred Meyers). Follow Springbrook about 1 mile. It turns into Mountainview. Turn north on Zimri Drive.
The parking lot is on the right shortly after entering Zimri Drive. Park in the lot then walk across
the street. Look for the greenhouse: pretty hard to miss!
Alternative directions.
Hwy 99 to Newberg. North on College St. East (or right turn), on Mountainview Dr. Follow until
Zimri then turn left (or north). Parking lot on the right shortly after turning on to Zimri.
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W

e have been requested to list our
tomato varieties in the 1
gallon premium tomato program, so here they are:

Pineapple and San Marzano.

Tomatillo Verde – new addition for 2018, very popular at
the garden

There will be approximately 1000 plants
available in one-gallon
size containers. These
have all been temperature hardened but not
wind-hardened.

Determinate Tomatoes:
Glacier, Roma, Oregon Spring,
Patio and Willamette

Our calendar of
events to date:

Cherry Tomatoes: Sungold,
Super Sweet 100, and Yellow
Pear
Indeterminate: Beefsteak,
Better Boy, Big Boy, Cherokee
Purple, Early Girl, Jet Star,

April 7 – Fundraiser at
Walnut City Wineworks.
Flyer in this issue of
Grapevine

July 12 or 13 – OMGA Mini
College Presentation at
the Garden

May 12 and 13 – YCMGA
Plant Sale

Alan Wenner

G2 On the Mind!
Spring has sprung, and while you are out digging in the garden or moving
some plants, get your creative juices flowing and dream up a creative donation for the
Silent Auction at OMGA Mini-College (or “G2”) as it has been dubbed this year.
G2 is scheduled for July 12-14 at Linfield College, and will be here before you know it.
Each master gardener chapter is asked to donate 10 items with a value of at least $25 each.
Never-used or “very gently used” items are welcomed.
Would you like to receive the item you are donating? If so, then it will probably be a good item for the auction.
The Silent Auction is the primary money-raiser for OMGA, so we hope you will help make
this year’s auction the best yet! Your chapter OMGA representatives will be gathering your donations.
Thank you for your help with this fun and vital project for OMGA!
We look forward to sharing some fun with you come July!
Your auction committee:
Jan Coleman - douvote@frontier.com Diane Lockwood - mikedianel@msn.com
Shari Hari - s.hari6070@gmail.com Tobi Habeck - wutnxt@msn.com
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(and will)...



Wriggle through 1/2” openings (because of flexible skeletons)



Crawl up pipes from 1.5” TO 4” inside diameter



Jump 3 feet straight up from a standing start



Hold their breath for 4 minutes, swim over 1/2 mile



Fall 50 feet with no injuries



Go longer without water than a camel can



Have 6 litters of babies each year, with 6 to 12 babies per litter



Chew through wood, brick, concrete block, concrete, copper, and sheet steel

Q:

under them from tiny sticks. The trees grew
last summer but then the leaves started
browning at the tips and curling up. I was
watering the trees every two to three days
during summer. What am I doing wrong?

I have a small grove of Madrones behind my house. I have put a couple of annual
beds under them but nothing seems to grow
under them. I have looked all over the net to
no avail on this issue. I did amend the soil in - Josephine County, Oregon
the beds. I also planted a few Dogwood trees

A:

Some trees do suppress the growth of other
plants through chemical secretions from
their roots. This is called allelopathy. I don't think
madrone trees do this but there might be a slight
suppression. I think it is more likely that the madrone trees are just better at pulling all the moisture out of the soil and shading the understory
plants.
Even if you are watering the other plants regularly
the soil may also be a bit depleted and the madrone trees will suck up all the water you try to give
the understory plants. I have had the same situation with large maple trees and other flowers and
shrubs planted nearby. One combination that has

worked well is to plant
bulbs under the larger
trees. The early bulbs
get first crack at the
water in late winter or
spring before the trees
get active. Then the
bulbs dry down during
late spring and summer when the trees
dominate.

Steve Renquist,
Horticulture
Extension Agent
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Pesticides, People, and Pollinators:
Answers to Tricky Pesticide Questions for Master Gardeners
Discussing pesticides with the public can be tricky, even for trained professionals. Master gardeners
are on the front line, providing information directly to the public on a wide range of topics. In this webinar, pesticide specialists with the National Pesticide Information Center (NPIC) will provide resources
that master gardeners can use to navigate these conversations. We will discuss topics including protecting pollinators from pesticides, comparing organic and conventional pesticides, how to minimize
exposures to pesticides, and how individual risk perception influences behavior. Join us for live Q&A
after the presentation.
A recording of the webinar will be posted to the NPIC

YouTube channel.

Thursday, April 12th at 1:00pm EST (10:00am PT)
Target audience: Master Gardeners, County Extension Agents, Universities
Presenters: Alicia Leytem & April Strid, Pesticide Specialists, NPIC
Duration: 1:00 hour
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OREGON MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION (OMGA):
WHAT DOES OMGA DO?

T

he Oregon Master Gardener Association
(OMGA) supports the county
Master Gardener Chapters in a
variety of ways: through educational activities, financially, by
providing services for the chapters and with awards. This
month I would like to focus on
the Educational Activities.

Annual Master Gardener
Conference
(formerly known as Mini-College
and now called Growing Gardeners or G2 for short). This

Some benefits
for Master
Gardener
Chapters, from
the Oregon
Master Gardener
Association...

educational event provides one
and one-half days of educational speakers on a variety of topics of interest to Master Gardeners. Most of the classes will
count for recertification hours.
In addition, there are many
opportunities to network with
Master Gardeners from other

areas of the state, see old
friends and meet new ones.
It is a fun, interesting and invigorating time. This year it will
again be held July 12, 13 and
14, 2018 at Linfield College in
McMinnville, Oregon. Those of
you who have previously attended will remember the beautiful campus and convenient
meeting spaces.

The Gardener’s Pen
Newsletter
is full of up-to-date and very
useful horticultural information
as well as book reviews, news
of chapter events and other fun
items. It is published three
times each year. Previous issues can be found on the OMGA
website at:
http:/www.omga.org.

OMGA Chapter
Quarterly Reports
can also be found on the OMGA
website. The Oregon Master
Gardener chapters are truly
amazing with the creative, innovative and educational projects
they develop to help educate
home gardeners throughout the
state. If you are looking for
ideas for a new project or to
find out how another chapter
developed their project then
this is the place to head.

tors four times each year.
These forums are open to all
Master Gardeners and the information is very valuable. At the
most recent Forum in March Jim
Liskey (OMGA Past President)
and Kelly Noack Gray (Marion
County 4-H Youth Coordinator)
presented the training for the
Junior Master Gardener
program.
On June 1, 2018 the Forum will
be in Roseburg, Oregon. It will
cover a multitude of topics related to our demonstration gardens – how to maintain interest
in them among the chapter
members, how to get the public
to visit your demonstration garden, how to increase the educational impact of your garden,
etc. There is a rumor going
around that we may also have a
tour of the Douglas County
Demonstration Garden. This is
definitely something you don’t
want to miss.
Next month I’ll write about
some of the other work of
OMGA and how it supports the
county Master Gardener
chapters.

Quarterly Leadership
Forums
are held on Friday afternoon before the OMGA Board of Direc-

Next Month: How the OMGA supports Master Gardeners.

Sue Nesbitt
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MG Plant Sale Requirements...

B

eginning in 2019, all plants brought to a Master Gardener plant sale will have to meet
Department of Agriculture “Best Practices” requirements. However, these guidelines should be
followed in 2018 as well, to help limit the spread of potentially harmful organisms.

“Best Practices” are really what should be just common-sense procedures:
Sanitation – this starts with having initially healthy plants
o

Clean the growing area, tools, seed, cuttings and divisions.

o

Remove weeds and dead plant matter (which may harbor
pests).

Exclusion – Do not bring in unhealthy or “dirty” plants.
o
·

Don’t bring in any wildlife!

No Plants in “GARDEN SOIL”.
o

Garden soil means soil that has been dug from the ground anywhere, sometimes
called “native” soil or “topsoil.”

o

Soil needs to be removed to prevent transport of invasive weeds, insects and disease.
There are several exotic horticultural pests (such as “snake worm” and European
chafer) that currently have limited distribution in Oregon, and that can be
moved through soil.

o

Plants brought to a plant sale from anywhere other than the MG greenhouse must be
washed thoroughly – leaves, branches, roots, and leaf axils to remove visible
garden soil. This should be done at home prior to fall or spring divisions. This
would be the time to check for insects and disease.

o

If you have been growing plants at home that were planted in soil from the YCMGA
greenhouse these need only to be checked for disease, weeds & insects. They do
not need to be bareroot.

o

If you planted for the sale at home using commercially available bagged soil (not soil
from the ground) you need only do the inspection for insects, disease & weeds.

The ODA does an excellent job of catching insects, weeds and diseases and putting programs in place
to keep our agriculture, landscapes and nurseries healthy. But invasive pests are arriving all the
time, so be cautious when buying plants from area plant sales – check for weeds, disease & insects.
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By Heather Stoven

Be wary of Boxwood Blight!

B

oxwood blight is a fungal
pathogen (Calonectria
pseudonaviculata) that infects
boxwood and a few other related genera. This disease was
found in Oregon in 2011 and
has been spreading through the
state since. This disease causes leaf spots in a circular or
zonate pattern with straw to
bronze-colored foliage and defoliation.

Warm, wet conditions favor the
spread of this disease, especially during new shoot growth in
the spring and during early fall
when the rain returns. To prevent this disease use drip irrigation, prune only when conditions are dry and sanitize pruning equipment. Choose a less
susceptible cultivar when planting boxwood: a list is located in
the OSU publication listed here.

Also keep in mind that boxwood
suffer from other diseases as
well such as: Volutella blight,
Macrophoma leaf spot, and boxwood decline, which can be
confused with boxwood blight.
Now is a good time to be aware
of and looking for this pathogen
in our landscapes.
For more information about this
introduced pathogen, read the
Boxwood Blight OSU Extension
Publication to the right:

https://
catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/
em9141.pdf

Healthy boxwood

Heather’s
Highlights

T

HANK YOU to everyone
who participated in
Spring into Gardening this year.
I hope you enjoyed the day and
were able to attend some of the
presentations and learn some
new gardening techniques. The

Infected boxwood

event was very
successful with
attendance
near 160. It
was wonderful
to see not only
a number of
our new class and veteran Master Gardeners, but many faces
from the public in attendance as
well.
We would not be able to put on
such a quality event without all
the volunteer time donated by
our Master Gardeners. The nu-

merous planning tasks included: arranging for speakers,
contacting sponsors, organizing
and preparing food and the raffle, the transformation of the
gym by the decorating committee, as well as numerous other
tasks needed to publicize and
make the day great, I really appreciate all your time and dedication. Thank you, and I am
already eagerly anticipating
what next year will bring!
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Hawks Solve Portland Problem

C

live, a 7-month-old Harris’s hawk, spreads his
wings and takes flight over the
wet streets of downtown Portland. A few blocks away Mars,
an older hawk, is also patrolling
the skies and, a few blocks from
that, a third bird searches the
streets. They’re all looking for
one thing: crows.
These
hawks
were
loosed on
downThe main
town by
problem
Kort
Clayton,
with the
owner of
crows is
Integrattheir poop. ed Avian
Solutions, a
Portlandbased
company that uses hawks and
other raptors to shoo away
problem birds from wineries,
dumps, and in this case, business districts.
Clayton was called in after
years of fruitless efforts at driving out the bothersome birds.
Crows ate the insulation from
building walls. They created
such a roar that hotel guests
were jolted awake at early
hours. Most notably, they left
busy sidewalks slickened with
poop.
During the day, crows spread
out across the Pacific Northwest, scavenging what they can
from sites urban and rural. But
once the sun heads toward the

horizon, they seek warmth and
safety in numbers, gathering in
flocks of up to 10,000 birds and
descending on the trees, parks,
and rooftops of downtown Portland. When flocks (“murders”)
gather in these numbers, a
cacophonous maelstrom
announces their evening arrival.
Crows are deft communicators
and they waste no time telling
each other about the exploits of
the day. They squawk and bray
and bleat from the treetops,
drowning out the sounds of the
city below.
The main problem created by
that many birds, fresh back
from a day of feeding, is their
poop. The roosting birds
started to become a problem
about four years ago. Trees,
cars, sculptures, and downtown
pedestrians all became targets
of the droppings.
When the
complaints
started coming in, the
city hired
crews to
pressure
wash the
streets of the
crow-created
mess, but is
was a Sisyphean effort. As it
became clear they couldn’t beat
the problem with pressure
washing alone, they called in a
device called the “Poopmaster
6000” a motorized brickscrubbing cart that resembles a
Zamboni. The Poopmaster
worked great on the ground,
but did nothing for the bird
poop that shellacked benches

and newspaper racks and public
art.
Enter the hawk. As far as animals go, crows are near the top
tier of intelligence. Their brains
are oversized for their small
bodies and it shows in their behavior. They communicate in
complex and intricate ways. If
one bird in the roost discovers a
plentiful source of food, they’ll
go back and alert the rest.
When one of them dies, a group
will gather in a tree above their
deceased kin in a kind of
mourning display. They even
use sticks to pry grubs from
holes in logs.
Perhaps most impressively, researchers have shown that
crows can remember people
who wrong them for up to five
years, and pass that knowledge
along to their offspring. They
have a
wide
range
of behavior,
including language,
delinquency,
frolic,
passion, wrath, risk-taking, problem-solving, and awareness.
And it is their intelligence that
leads them to gather in great
numbers in places like downtown Portland. Around dusk,
they come together for what
some call a “social hour.”
Starting around 4 p.m. thousands of crowds gather in the

The GRAPEVINE
trees along the waterfront, in
the South Park Blocks or anywhere else that has large trees.
They exchange information
about where they’ve found food
that day or predators they’ve
encountered.
After about an hour of chitchat,
they move to a secondary
location to roost for the night.
Densely packed buildings
provide light and warmth, two
of the crows’ top priorities when
looking for a safe place to
spend the night. Once they find
a place they like, they will call it
home for an entire winter.
Once it became clear that the
problem of the crow droppings
couldn’t be solved from below,

Yamhill County Master Gardeners
Berg looked skyward. The
Harris’s hawk was the obvious
candidate: in the wild they are
one of the few raptors to hunt
cooperatively, so they can
work in teams. It doesn’t take
much to scatter a flock of
crows. The hawks don’t chase
the crows, but they are seen
as such a threat that even
their presence in the area
means it’s time to move on. As
soon as the hawks are airborne,
the crows nervously move off to
safer territory.
The hawks are innate hunters
with an instinct to kill, but
they’ve been trained not to and
they pose no risk to the crows.
They operate on a reward system and killing crows does not
earn them treats
from their
handlers.
What does earn
them treats is
clearing crows
and, in that respect, they’ve
been fully successful. In their
first year, the
hawks easily

Extreme
Topiary
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cleared the designated area.
Now in their second year, Clayton and the hawks got started
earlier, hitting the streets in
late October, and are responsible for clearing a large area—
more than 70 square blocks of
the busiest area of downtown.
The City of Portland is pleased
with this solution, particularly
since it involves no harm to the
crows, and solves the sanitation
problem (in the designated area) completely.
(Condensed from
“Something to Crow About” ,
The Oregonian, Friday
February 9, 2018. Page 1)
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Susanne Beukema
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YCMGA Board Meeting Minutes
The President called the meeting to order
at 10:02 on 2/21/18
IN ATTENDANCE:
Nancy Woodworth
Tonia Beebe
Donn Callaham
Pat Fritz
Tom Canales
Gail Price
Heather Stoven
Ruth Estrada
Gene Nesbitt
Sue Nesbitt
Rita Canales
Linda Mason
Rekha Loomba
Apryl Garmon
Polly Blum
Diane Lockwood
Terry Hart
Susanne Beukema
Marilyn MacGregor
Secretary’s notes for January: Minutes were not approved,
as Diane Lockwood had a number of concerns re: the notes.
Diane questioned the inclusion of Secretary’s minutes in the
Grapevine and the accuracy of the content of the notes. The
board agreed that Secretary’s notes will no longer be in the
Grapevine, but instead will be emailed to every MG member
by Jade at the end of every month from now on. [Note that
this policy was reversed at the next meeting]. Secretary’s
notes were approved with last change noted.
Treasurer’s Report: Carol sent all financial reports out earlier this month.
Heather Report: Heather discussed scheduling for the classes on 2/22/18 because of pending weather conditions. She
cancelled the a.m. class for that day; the p.m. class
(vertebrates) is now scheduled for the morning of 3/15/18
instead of the online module. The online module is to be
completed by students at home, and the potluck will stay as
scheduled. This year trainees have been helping in the
greenhouse, and have signed up to help to help with SIG.
Announcements & Correspondence: Pat has requested 150
nursery maps for possible distribution at SIG. The next
Board meeting will again be on the 21st of March. In April
the normal schedule will resume. She also announced that
there will be random board-only meetings when necessary.
Gene told us they must be on one particular topic, and that
notes must be taken. A student class representative will be
on the board of directors beginning in April; the person has
been picked but her name is being kept a secret.
Education/Outreach Committee: There will be a clinic at the
Native Plant Sale on March 3rd and 4th. Enough people have
signed up for this, and all other clinics are on signup.com.
Fuchsia Festival is April 7th, and on the first Friday in May

Page 18

February 21, 2018

and all Saturdays in May two people will be needed at Newberg High School. Kraemer’s and Garden Fair booths are being set up, and Heather will be doing another tree talk at Linfield in late May or June. Right now the focus is on SIG.
Community Garden: Work has begun at the garden. Spinach, peas, and Walla Walla onions have been planted. Tomato seeds are sprouting and will as soon as weather permits be transplanted. YCAP received 36 pounds of greens
and leeks on 2/15/18. On Monday Cascade Irrigation began
trenching and installing pipe for the water system extension.
There are 27 returning 2017 personal gardeners, 4 returning
Seed-to-Supper participants, and 10 new gardeners from the
wait list for 2018. MV Advancements (formerly Mid-Valley
Workshop) will be using the all-access beds. We will have,
hopefully, 5 new Seed-to-Supper gardeners.
OMGA representatives: Both representatives will be
attending the next meeting of the OMGA, which will be
March 5th at the Marion County Extension Office.
Publicity: Tom has been keeping the YCMGA website current; SIG publicity is ongoing, with distribution of plant sale
signs ad posters (for display at businesses) being handed out.
All materials are in the MG office, and people are needed to
distribute posters in small (but important) towns nearby.
The resource manual on the web—the only one available to
Tom—is severely out of date. The 2018 manual was completed and printed but not yet supplied to Tom. On the
website Tom has made an up-to-date list of all committee
chairs, which he updates regularly. It was clarified that the
“Policy and Procedures” manual is not part of the “Resource
Manual,” but a separate entity. Policy manual summarizes
responsibilities of each committee, including timeline for
Education/Outreach committee. The Resource Manual does
not include descriptions of committee responsibilities but
instead has contact information and a cursory overview. Pat
still has to send out another request for a reply from some of
the committee chairs.
Seed-to-Supper is up and running. 3 classes are scheduled in
March (in Newberg and Sheridan) and in McMinnville in
April. There are 17 Master Gardeners as instructors, and the
Japanese School in Sheridan might do a class for kids. YCAP
is supportive, but does not have enough employees to help
contact groups, which needs to be done in McMinnville and
Newberg.
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Spring into Gardening: Everything is ready to go. Sue will
obtain a mini-college flier, to be distributed at SIG. Plant Sale
fliers, Master Gardener information, OSU material, and community garden fliers will be available. A stuff-the-envelopes
meeting will be held at Canales’ home. 70 people have registered (about usual for this time of year), and Tonia has assembled 25 baskets for door prizes! There are so many raffle
items donated that a notice is being sent out that no more are
needed.
Plant Sale Committee: The contract with the fairgrounds for
2018 has been signed. We lost about 50% of vendors because of the change of dates (required by the fairgrounds).
Because of the later date, signs will be posted 3 weeks before
the sale, rather than the usual 2 weeks.
Perennial Propagation: Annual seeding has begun.
Mentoring Committee: (See changes to schedule under
“Heather Report”). Heather will check out the offsite location for the class at Cooperative Ministries, and even put out
signs directing MG’s to the location. In the future we would
like to add committee members (who are not necessarily
mentors). Eileen resigned from the mentoring committee
and will focus on office training and the herbarium.
Policy & Procedures Committee: Tara is putting the available
information on WordR, as it has been received in many forms
(including even handwritten). Pat is going through the draft,
and will again contact committee chairs who have not responded.
Scholarship Committee: All the pertinent materials are now
on the web, and all schools have been contacted. The FFA
money donated last year is to be given to McMinnville FFA
students (past and present) as the priority. Future scholarships will probably not have that stipulation, as the former
FFA students graduate.
Field Trips: There will be a tour of the vegetable gardens at
the Allison Inn, led by Master Gardener Anna Ashby, who
manages the garden. Tour attendees will have the option of
buy-your-own lunch a the Allison, for which Polly strongly
suggests saving up your money. There is no sign-up for the
tour.
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Unfinished Business:
The 3-year-term idea is now the “Transition Plan.” The intent of the plan is to encourage committee turnover, giving
more people a chance to be committee chairs. A plan is in
the works. Pat fervently hopes that OMGA (instead of her)
will complete the necessary IRS form, and file with the Oregon Attorney General. Due to the incorporation which was
performed this year the IRS requires proof of nonprofit
status; we do not want to have forms in limbo. Katherine of
OMGA is to notify Pat re: what is due and when.
New Business: In January YCMGA will vote on 2018 Board of
Directors meeting dates. Tom Canales motioned that the
meetings will be on the second Wednesday of each month
(except August) and Rita Canales seconded the motion. Pat
will reserve the auditorium for those dates. The Grapevine
will continue the traditional schedule of an issue every
month, except for August. Though Pat facetiously suggested
24 issues a year, Nancy made the motion that there be 11
issues, Rita seconded the motion, everyone agreed.
Resource Manual should have a committee. The past president is responsible for updating it, but certainly can delegate
the task. Polly suggested everyone get a copy of the
resource manual, so a printed copy will always be in the MG
office. Online, the committee chairs will have the ability to
update their committee’s material. No one else will be permitted to edit. Tom, Donn, and Rita all volunteered to be
members of the new manual committee.
Awards Committee: Nancy, Rita, and Anna would like others
to help on the committee. There are 5 OSU awards to nominate; last year no one met the criteria for state MG award.
All award submissions are due on May 15th, so the committee will begin to function after SIG is over. The awards
committee will announce the criteria and nominees for 2018,
including for the 4 available grants. The “Search for Excellence” award needs much preparation, and should be started
sooner. The membership is asked to begin thinking of people
to nominate for the various awards.
At 11:41 a.m. Tom motioned for adjournment,
Rita seconded the motion, and that was the end.
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